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The country of Iraq is made up of various ethnicities and religions, including the legacy
of the disintegration of the Ottoman Empire. The north of Iraq, which includes the Kurds,
has been in conflict with the government of this country since the formation of Iraq, and
in this direction, the Kurd have started to establish various parties in order to achieve their
goals and to organize and manage their region. Saddam's attack on Kuwait and the
subsequent Kurdish rebellion led to the massacre and displacement of Kurds by Saddam,
and finally, with the intervention of America and the creation of a no-fly zone, the Kurds
were able to take over their areas. Therefore, since 1992 the Kurds held parliamentary
elections for the administration of the region, which have passed five terms so far. Thus,
from the 90s onwards, the main parties of the Iraqi Kurdistan Region, namely the
Democratic Party and the Patriotic Union, along with other parties, compete with each
other in the Iraqi Kurdistan Region's electoral contests and also in the Iraqi parliamentary
elections. The main competition was between the Democratic Party and the Patriotic
Union, but the Patriotic Union also suffered split in 2009 and the change party (Goran)
got separated from it. Since then, the Goran party along with other parties, especially the
Islamic parties, acts as the opposition in the region. The present article, employing the
descriptive-analytical research method, seeks to investigate the evolution of parties, the
reasons for divisions and differences, and the ups and downs of the parties' activities in

the Kurdistan Region.
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Introduction

In 1991, a quasi-state structure was formed in northern Iraq. This structure was established by
declaring a safe zone north of the 36th parallel. After this time, on May 19, 1992, parliamentary
and leadership elections were held in Iraqi Kurdistan, leading to the first local government and
parliament in Iraqi Kurdistan. Since 1992, the main parties of the Iraqi Kurdistan Region, the
Democratic Party and the Patriotic Union, have competed with each other, along with other
parties, in the Iraqi Kurdistan Regional Government elections and in the Iraqi parliamentary
elections. However, in the meantime, the main competition seems to be between the Democratic
Party and the Patriotic Union, which has branched off from the Democratic Party. Of course,
the Patriotic Union also split in 2009 and the Movement for Change (Goran) was separated
from it. Since then, the Gorran, along with other parties, especially Islamic parties, have acted
as the opposition within the region. Therefore, this article seeks to examine the reasons for these
divisions and differences among the main parties of the Kurdistan Region. It seems that the
geographical, cultural, economic, and urban reasons of the Patriotic Union Party and the Gorran
have a significant impact on these differences. In addition, this article discusses the
parliamentary activities of these parties.

Method

This study is applied research and has been written using a descriptive-analytical method as
well as library studies and Internet resources. Identifying primary sources, extracting relevant
materials, categorizing, and finally analyzing information based on quantitative and qualitative
methods are the basic stages of the research method.

Results and Discussion

The Kurdistan Regional Government is a federal state within the federal government of Iraq,
whose political system is a parliamentary republic based on political pluralism, peaceful
transfer of power, and the separation of powers. The Kurdistan Region has a parliament whose
members are elected every 4 years. The head of the region is also elected by direct popular vote.
The first elections were held in 1992, when the two Democratic Parties and the Patriotic Union
divided the seats equally. The second elections to the Kurdistan Parliament were held in 2005
after the overthrow of Saddam Hussein. In this period, the two Democratic Parties and the
Patriotic Union participated as a single list in order to avoid disputes. The third elections to the
Kurdistan Parliament were held in 2009. In this period, the two Democratic Parties and the
Patriotic Union participated under the name of the "Kurdish List", while the Change Movement
emerged as a new phenomenon. These elections reflected ideological and political changes in
Kurdistan. The fourth parliamentary elections in Kurdistan were held in 2013. The Democratic
Party was the biggest winner and the Patriotic Union was the biggest loser. The Movement for
Change managed to maintain its position. The fifth parliamentary elections in Kurdistan were
held in 2018, in which the Democratic Party was almost the undisputed power.
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Conclusions

The political developments in the Kurdistan Region of Iraq clearly reflect the cultural and social
diversity of the region. The Kurdistan Democratic Party (PDK), with its traditional and rural
base, especially in the northern and western regions of the region, benefits from family and
tribal ties. The party has been able to attract a significant and stable vote by using these ties.
However, this traditional structure may be vulnerable to new social and political changes. In
contrast, in the Sulaymaniyah and Garmian regions, where there is more ethnic and religious
diversity, such as Shiite Kurds and other minorities, the social structure is such that tribal and
family ties have less influence. In these areas, more modern and social democratic perspectives
are gradually replacing traditional discourses. The new generation in the Kurdistan Region is
seeking more modern values, such as prosperity, justice, freedom, and democracy, and
nationalist discourses based solely on ethnic identity are less attractive to this generation. These
changes in priorities and values could lead to new developments in the political and social
structure of the Kurdistan Region, leading parties to reconsider their policies and strategies. As
a result, political parties must pay attention to these developments and respond to the needs and
demands of the new generation in order to attract them; otherwise, they may face serious
challenges.
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