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One of the important aspects of the history of early Islam was the rapid expansion of
conquests to the surrounding territories during the era of the Rashidin caliphs (Abu Bakr,
Omar and Uthman). Various analyses have been presented among Islamic historians
regarding the causes of Muslim Arab territorial expansion and how Iran was conquered.
In this research, an attempt has been made to examine the components of Islamic
caliphate's territorial expansion in the framework of the function of its social-
environmental components by examining historical documents and relying on the
comparative methodology. The findings of the research show that a set of
internal/extraterritorial components became the basis for the territorial ambitions of the
Muslim Arabs during the period of the Rashidin Caliphs. From an intraterritorial point of
view, the expansion of conquests caused the Bedouin Arabs to gain more material
privileges and achieve their greater union with the central government. From the
extraterritorial dimension, with the intensification of the dissatisfaction of the bordering
Arabs of the southern Mesopotamia with the Sassanid government and also with the
geostrategic vulnerability of the cities of this region, the ground was prepared for the

victory of the Muslim armies over the Sasanians.
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Introduction

The expansion of the sphere of influence of social ideas, religions, and ideologies has been a
common occurrence throughout history. Accordingly, all ideologies and religions through
becoming politicized have endeavored to expand the geographical area of establishment to
show their legitimacy and acceptability against competing ideas and ideologies. Therefore,
inherently social elements such as religion can become geopolitical when political conditions
are met, manifesting this feature through territorial expansion. In this regard, the geographical
expansion of Islam during the Prophet's era was confined to the Arabian Peninsula and did not
extend beyond it. However, after the Prophet Muhammad's (PBUH) death, during the Caliphate
era (Abu Bakr, Umar, and Uthman) between 632 and 657 AD, rapid Islamic conquests took
place. Following the Prophet's death and the end of the first caliphate (632-634 AD), the war
between the Arabs and the Sassanids commenced and continued throughout the second
caliphate (634-643 AD), ultimately leading to the Sassanid Empire's demise. Due to differing
interpretations of these conquests, understanding the functional patterns of Muslim Arab
territorial expansion based on historical-spatial requirements results in a more comprehensive
analysis of these studies.

Methods and Material

Understanding the components of territorial expansion necessitates a comparative
methodology, which, when applied, allows for the investigation of novel patterns of territorial
expansion within the framework of the socio-environmental components. This research,
conducted using documentary and library sources, will first examine the emergence of
geopolitics and the role of spatial factors. Then, through inferential analysis, by adapting the
territorial expansion of Muslim Arabs with a set of internal and external factors, this research
will analyze the effective components in the territorial expansion of Muslim Arabs in Iran
during the Rashidun Caliphate era.

Results and Discussion
A- Territorial expansion of Muslim armies affected by the geostrategic vulnerability of the
Sassanid urban network

The purposeful connection of urban settlements in the Sasanian period through the
development of transportation routes and the construction and strengthening of midway centers
formed the basis for trade expansion and increased connectivity among different regions of the
empire. Therefore, unlike previous dynasties, during the Sasanian era, cities were more
economically and commercially interdependent. Consequently, the fall of any city had a more
significant impact on other cities and regions. Conversely, the kings' confidence in the defensive
capabilities of the border tribes and their belief in the vast deserts of the Arabian Peninsula as
an effective natural barrier against the Arabs led them to underestimate the geostrategic threat
from the peninsula. The Arab clans who joined the Islamic army in the northern Arabian
Peninsula played a significant role in the Muslim Arab victory due to their familiarity with the
region's environmental conditions.
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B- Function of territorial expansion in the integration of Arabian Peninsula desert tribes with
the Islamic Caliphate

Before the advent of Islam, the primary elements of the social life of Arabian Peninsula were
tribalism, a lack of centralized political governance, and an economy based on nomadic
pastoralism and clan lineage. The majority of the Islamic army's military forces were composed
of Arabs who had recently converted to Islam in the final years of the Prophet's life and shortly
after his death. Therefore, a new geopolitical policy was needed to unify the tribes and address
their concerns. In this regard, with the goal of territorial expansion, there was a return to the
characteristics of desert tribes to facilitate the establishment of sovereignty throughout the
Islamic Caliphate.

C- Geo-economics components of Muslim territorial expansion in Iran during the Sassanid era

Trade and commerce, traditionally regarded as a major source of income for the people of
Mecca and Medina, had been weakened due to territorial disputes with neighboring political
entities. As a result, geopolitical territorial expansion was encouraged to achieve economic
benefits, with the approval and participation of the Prophet's close companions and desert tribes
who sought to secure their own financial interests and political power.

D- Deepening the rift between government and people at the end of the Sasanian era and its
effect on Muslim-Arab territorial expansion

Sassanid Iran's class structure was based on a caste system that didn’t allow for social
mobility. This system was even endorsed by Zoroastrian theologians. Additionally, prolonged
wars between the Sassanid Empire and the Roman Empire resulted in the destruction of young,
productive members of Iranian society. This issue contributed to the stagnation of agriculture
and livestock farming, as well as growing public dissatisfaction with the government. As a
result, the king's authority declined at the end of the Sassanid era, and the people became
disillusioned with the Sassanid dynasty.

Conclusions

A combination of internal threats and external pressures led to the emergence of territorial
policies. This resulted in the expansion of the Muslim Arab conquests into territories
surrounding the Islamic Caliphate, including Iran. From an internal perspective, the conquests
helped to bridge the social divide within the Islamic government, particularly between the
newly Muslim nomadic tribes and the central government. Externally, the material benefits,
such as economic privileges and access to more prosperous territories, motivated various clans
to participate in the conquests. Furthermore, the increasing military costs of the war with the
Romans, which were often borne by the lower classes of society, intensified the Iranian people's
dissatisfaction at the end of the Sassanid era.
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