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The first field of natural resources in Iran that was legislated was forests. Since 1299, the
Forestry Organization was formed to manage the country's forests. Since then, various
organizations were created to manage the country's natural resources until today, when
the protection of these resources is under the responsibility of the country's forests,
pastures and watershed management organization. This research has tried to study and
investigate the role of the government in Iran's environment and specifically forests. In
this research, the relationship between two independent variables (government) and
dependent variable (forests) has been investigated, taking a descriptive and analytical
approach. According to the findings of this research, in the field of forest cover, Iran is
one of the poor countries in terms of forests and ranks 45th out of 154 countries with
forests. With an annual average decrease of 142 thousand hectares of its forest land, Iran
is among the countries with a high rate of deforestation. The area of the country's forests
has increased from 18 million hectares in 1343 to 14.31 million hectares in 1395. During
the years 1375 to 1390, more than 60 thousand hectares of the country's forests have
caught fire, so that 0.06% of the forest area is destroyed by fire every year.
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Introduction

In the current era, governments play an important role in managing affairs. One of these tasks
is environmental management. Industrialization and transformation in human life caused the
emergence of new civilizations. The progress of these civilizations has led to the destruction of
the environment and forests and their transformation into agricultural lands and residential
areas. In 1972, following the Stockholm Conference, environmental issues were raised at the
global level. At this time, the issue of sustainable forest management was raised for the first
time. In the first stages of the process of preventing the destruction of forests, the main and
fundamental attention was given to tropical forests. Since 1992, this attention has expanded and
included other types of forests. The turning point of this issue was a conference organized by
the United Nations on the topic of environment and development. The introduction of these
issues brought about new attitudes towards natural resources, especially forests, which led to
the change of relevant policies. Also, much attention and emphasis has been paid to the
important role of governments and their policies in the correct and rational understanding of
natural resources and the spread of this culture at the level of society. In Iran, the first field of
natural resources that was legislated entailed forests. Since 1299, the Forestry Organization was
formed to manage the country's forests. Since then, various organizations have been created to
manage the country's natural resources, until today, the protection of these resources is of the
responsibility of the country's Natural Resources and Watershed Management Organization.

Methods and Material

This research has tried to study and explore the role of the government in Iran's environment
and specifically forests. In this research, the relationship between two independent variables
(government) and dependent variable (forests) has been investigated taking a descriptive and
analytical approach.

Results and Discussion
In the 20th century, governments tried to control and reduce the destruction process of the
environment in general and forests in particular by setting and approving laws and regulations
and implementing them. In Iran, attention given to the environment has a long history, both
traditionally and informally. In Iranian mythology, forests and trees have been of particular
importance. Throughout the ages, worship of large trees has been common among people. The
beginning of the government's attention to natural resources can be considered 1823 during the
reign of Fathali Shah, when the Ministry of Public Benefits was established, but the formal
formation of departments for the management of natural resources actually began years later.
The Constitutional Revolution can be considered a turning point in the changes that took place
in the organization and management of Iran's natural resources, because it led to the government
moving towards centralization and separation of powers and the creation of the parliament and
ministries.

In the field of forest cover, Iran is one of the poor countries in terms of forests and ranks
45th among 154 countries with forests. Also, Iran is one of the 54 countries that cover less than
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10% of their area with forests. Iran is among the countries with the highest deforestation rate,
with an average annual reduction of 142,000 hectares of its forest land. The country's forest
area has decreased from 18 million hectares in 1964 to 14.31 million hectares in 2016. During
the years 1996 to 2011, over 60,000 hectares of the country's forests were affected by fire, with
0.06 percent of the forest area being destroyed annually due to fire.

Conclusions

Investigations carried out in the field of forest destruction show that the Iranian government has
not been successful in protecting forest resources. The main issues and problems identified in
the protection and restoration of the country's forests involve the lack of integrated management
in forest areas, the lack of economic valuation of various forest functions, the inadequacy of
laws and regulations and the lack of enforcement of existing laws, the lack of sufficient attention
to the environmental consequences of development plans within forests, the incoherence in the
implementation of development plans in forest areas, the widespread presence of forest dwellers
from local communities in forest areas and the poverty prevailing among forest dwellers, as
well as their dependence on the exploitation and change in forest use, which ultimately leads to
a decrease in the ecological capacity of forests and quantitative and qualitative destruction,
quantitative destruction and a decrease in the ecological capacity of forests due to a lack of
environmental assessment of development plans and measures within forests, which show that
forest management in Iran has not been successful and serious attention needs to be paid to
these sensitive and important resources.

In this context, the following suggestions could be useful: developing laws to protect forests
and pastures, appropriately harvesting wood from forests taking a scientific approach, replacing
fossil fuels (oil and gas) with fuel derived from trees, converting traditional livestock farming
to modern livestock farming and removing livestock from forests, especially replacing sheep
with goats, developing the forestry system and expanding protected areas, preventing fires in
forest areas through public education, and strictly implementing the National Forest and
Forestry Action Plan in different regions.
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