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The issue of justice and its connection with space in the form of the discourse of spatial
justice has become one of the main topics in geographical sciences, especially in political
geography. Spatial justice means the relative equality of the comprehensive indicators of
development in micro and macro geographical scales, with regard to the basic necessities
such as dignity, capacity and advantage. This article deals with the situation of spatial
justice in the distribution of medical, educational and social services in the two cities of
Khorramabad and Shahrekord, the centers of Lorestan, Chahar Mahal and Bakhtiari
provinces, with a descriptive-analytical method, relying on library information and data
analysis using VIKOR technique. Based on the data collected and analyzed, it was
determined that from the point of view of educational indicators, the situation of the two
cities is almost equal, but regarding health and treatment indicators, Shahrekord has a
relatively better situation than Khorram Abad. Also, in terms of social components,
Khorramabad has a better situation than Shahrekord, and in total, the three components of

Khorramabad and Shahrekord cities have equal spatial justice status.
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Introduction

All humans, regardless of their location or circumstances, possess fundamental rights and
needs, including the right to life and access to public services. These rights and needs should
be provided fairly and equally to all individuals. Spatial justice, as a key concept, refers to the
equitable distribution of resources and opportunities within a society, encompassing equal
access for all to public services such as education, healthcare, security, and recreational
facilities.

The extent of spatial justice in a region can be measured by examining the distribution of
public services and the ease of access to them by all social groups. Indeed, unequal access to
public services can significantly impact people's quality of life.

In Iran, with rapid urbanization and extensive changes in the urban structure, the issue of
spatial justice has become increasingly important. Statistics show that the distribution of public
services is not uniform across the country, and there are significant spatial inequalities. The aim
of this research is to examine the level of spatial justice and the distribution of public services
in the two cities of Khorramabad and Shahrekord to determine which of these cities has a higher
level of spatial justice.

Method

Given the research objectives and the nature of the subject matter, a descriptive-analytical
approach was adopted by collecting data through library and documentary research. Data for
the relevant indicators were collected from the Statistical Center of Iran based on the latest
national census data. Additionally, to determine the weights of the indicators, reference was
made to a dissertation titled "Designing a Model for Measuring Spatial Justice in Countries: A
Case Study of Iran" conducted by Dr. Mostafa Ghadiry Hajat under the supervision of Dr.
Mohammad Reza Hafezneia in 2014. In this research, the components of spatial justice were
categorized into three principles for the two counties. Subsequently, each county was ranked
based on the data and scores obtained for each component, using the VICOR technique.

Results and Discussion

In this research, the "VIKOR" technique was employed in Excel to analyze the spatial justice
situation in the cities of Khorramabad and Shahrekord in 2021, using three components. The
following results were obtained:

Comparison of the two cities based on educational components: Based on the research
findings obtained using the VIKOR technique, the spatial justice situation in terms of
educational components is similar for both Shahrekord and Khorramabad. This indicates that
both cities have comparable educational resources and there is no significant difference in this
regard.

Comparison of the two cities based on health components: Based on the research findings,
the results show that Shahrekord ranks first and Khorramabad ranks second in terms of spatial
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justice based on health indicators. Overall, Shahrekord has a better situation in terms of health
components compared to Khorramabad.

Comparison of the two cities based on social components: According to the research
findings, the results indicate that Khorramabad ranks first and Shahrekord ranks second in terms
of spatial justice based on social components.

Conclusions

Given the concept of spatial justice, which examines and assesses fairness in geographical space
and emphasizes the enjoyment of resources, opportunities, and power by members of a society
within a specific geographic area, it can be said that spatial justice is achievable as long as the
distribution of these factors is done correctly and based on the capabilities of places. If spatial
justice is not achieved, the political unit will face a crisis and its existence will be threatened.
Some of the most important problems caused by spatial injustice include poverty, deprivation,
and class disparity.

In Iran, due to the dominant pattern of spatial relations and its center-periphery structure, the
geographical space is far from spatial justice. Spatial injustice, resulting from both voluntary
and involuntary factors, creates conditions for polarization and the marginalization of some
citizens. This leads to an inability to participate effectively in social, economic, and cultural life
as well as disconnection from the mainstream of society. From the perspective of human
hazards studies, this can have significant negative consequences for national cohesion in the
short term and for territorial integrity in the long term.

The results of the VIKOR analysis show that both Shahrekord and Khorramabad have a
relatively similar situation in terms of educational indicators. However, on the one hand, in
terms of health and medical services, Shahrekord performs better, and it seems that access to
health facilities is greater in this city. On the other hand, Khorramabad has a better situation in
the social indicator, which indicates a higher level of social participation in this city. However,
comparing the results with the national average shows that both cities, compared to other
regions of the country, are not in a favorable situation in terms of access to development
facilities and are considered less developed areas.
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