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One of the economic policies that has been the focus of decision makers and policy makers
in recent decades, considering various goals such as regional development, removal of
deprivations, attraction of foreign and domestic capital, and competitiveness of the
national economy, was the establishment of commercial-industrial free zones. However,
the success in achieving the goals that result in free zones is more important than the
establishment of these zones. Therefore, the analysis of the researchers of the article in
relation to the above-mentioned plan, considering the geographical location in which the
country is located, is that one side of this success aimed at advancing the geopolitical and
political goals of the country as a driving force and smoothing of economic interests. From
this point of view, the present research, which was carried out using a descriptive-
analytical method, claims that if the Baneh-Marivan free trade zone plan is successful, in
addition to publishing its model in the upstream (Piranshahr-Sardasht) and downstream
(Qasr Shirin) geography, Iran's geopolitical and political influence will increase to the
same extent due to the establishment of close relations with Erbil and Sulaymaniyah in
Iraq and the region. Furthermore, Iran can have a stronger support in competition with its
historical rivals besides diversifying the bases of its presence and influence in Iraq and

the region.
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Introduction

The term free zone means a part of the territory of a country where imported goods are generally
considered as goods outside the customs territory and are subject to supervision as far as the
import duties and taxes are concerned. They are not usually customs. In other words, in these
geographic areas where goods are imported without customs duty to be processed and exported,
investors have incentives such as tax exemption and more freedom of action in hiring labor.
Also, they are outside the scope of some of the current regulations of the respective country and
they help the development of the mainland by taking advantage of benefits such as tax
exemptions, customs duties, the absence of unnecessary foreign exchange and administrative
procedures, etc. From another angle, the reasons for the formation and growth of free zones are
rooted in the necessity of growth and expansion of the competitive environment in the global
economy and the expansion of international markets. In the meantime, the governments, under
the banner of free zones, aim to achieve macro political and economic goals by creating job
opportunities, training manpower, increasing income from service activities, increasing the
efficiency of the national economy, objective and experimental acquaintance with the global
economy, developing the region, and turning backward sectors into poles of development
(Kamran: 33). The concern of political geography regarding free zones is more important than
the realization of economic goals, political and geopolitical achievements that the government
can learn from. In this regard, the fundamental question of the current research is formulated as
follows: How can the Baneh-Marivan Free Zone, along with the economic goals (geo-economic
possibilities), be considered as the arm of the country in determining political and geopolitical
goals?

Method

The present research is descriptive-analytical and the data is collected using library sources,
books, scientific publications, and articles published in the field of research in reputable
universities and scientific centers.

Results and Discussion
For the geography of the Baneh-Marivan Free Trade Zone at its macro level, three geopolitical
fronts can be briefly reported. The fronts between which there have always been historical-
geopolitical competitions. A) Turkey, as Iran’s next-door neighbor, is a historical rival of Iran
in the region. The history of this competition goes back to the establishment of the Safavid
government, when Shah Ismail declared Shia as the official religion of the country against the
Ottoman Sunni religion. In this way, the competition of these two countries entered the stage
that is going on until now, although it has left the religious nature and has taken on new
dimensions.

Sunni Arab is led by Saudi Arabia. This country is one of the most important countries in
the Middle East and affects the politics and security of the region. Today, Saudi Arabia is
pleased with the weakening of active Arab actors - Egypt, Iraq, and Syria - which have long
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been an obstacle to Saudi Arabia as a regional power, and prepares itself to play the leading
role on behalf of the Arabs.

¢) And finally, there is one side of the Iranian triangle, a country that has maintained its
position in the process of global competition and is known as an independent state in the
international system and has always had a special weight in regional equations from the past
until now.

Conclusions

The analysis of the research findings shows several key principles. First, the border areas with
which the Baneh-Marivan free trade zone overlaps suffer from some types of deprivation and
the unemployment of its residents occupies a high percentage. Second, the target geography is
in a favorable condition in terms of natural potentials - environment, habitat, agriculture,
tourism, etc. Third, there is a complete linguistic, ethnic, cultural and religious overlap between
the two sides of the border. Fourth, there are formal and informal trade relations between the
two sides of the border. And finally, in the geopolitical dimension, in the target geography,
which is the market of Iraq and Syria, there is a competition between a set of political,
economic, cultural and geopolitical interests of regional actors.

Therefore, the result of the analysis of the geo-economic possibilities of the Baneh-Marivan
free trade zone shows that the extent to which this zone succeeds in realizing the achievements
and establishing a real free zone paves the way for the realization of the country's geopolitical
goals. Because in achieving the success, we can witness the "broadcasting" of similar models
in higher latitudes (Piranshahr-Sardasht) and lower latitudes (Qasr Shirin). This success in its
own way means more relations with Erbil and Sulaymaniyah and more economic influence in
those areas. It is obvious that it will also help to expand Iran's software and geopolitical sphere
of influence and will strengthen Iran's political-economic arms in the competition with
competing players.
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