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Security is the strongest category that has determined political units. Today, geopolitical
threats threaten countries with all their assets. One of the most dangerous threats is related
to drugs and its economic consequences. The threats from this field are geopolitical
because they affect the whole fabric of society and then endanger the entire country and
national security. In doing so, drugs attack the individual, the family, the society and the
government structure, and have fundamental economic-political and security effects.
Therefore, the current research aims to investigate the geopolitics of the economic
consequences of narcotic drugs and the mechanisms of its impact on the three mentioned
levels with a combined (quantitative-qualitative) method. The findings show that the drug
economy initially affects the individual and the family as the first and most fundamental
cell and economic core of the country, and deprives the society of the productive and
creative force. Then, it enters the level of the bureaucratic structure of the government and
causes financial corruption (money laundering) due to lack of transparency, and as a

geopolitical threat, it affects national security.
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Introduction

National security is one of the fundamental concepts in political policymaking across countries,
playing a vital role in ensuring the survival and stability of states. This concept, which signifies
assurance in the preservation of life, property, and core values of society, faces several
challenges in Iran due to its specific geopolitical position. One of the major challenges is the
geopolitics of the drug economy, which threatens the national security of the country from
various aspects. Iran, as a transit country in the Golden Crescent, not only faces the
consequences of drug trafficking but is also directly affected by its social and economic
impacts. This research aims to explore the economic consequences of the drug economy on the
national security of the Islamic Republic of Iran and propose strategies to address this
geopolitical threat.

Method

This study uses a mixed-method approach (quantitative-qualitative) to analyze the issue. In the
quantitative section, a five-point Likert scale questionnaire was used and the data were analyzed
using the Chi-square test. The questionnaire assessed variables such as decreased productivity,
structural impacts on the administrative system, and financial effects. In the qualitative section,
data were obtained from documentary and library sources and presented in an analytical-
explanatory manner. The reliability of the research tool was confirmed with a coefficient of
0.912, and the results from both statistical and qualitative analyses are presented
comprehensively.

Results and Discussion

The findings of the study indicate the multifaceted and destructive impacts of the drug economy
on the national security of the Islamic Republic of Iran. These impacts are examined in three
main areas:

1. Impact on Productivity and Social Structure: Drugs primarily affect the individual and family
as the most basic social units. The reduction in human productivity, increased unemployment
and poverty, and the rise in social crime rates are some of the direct consequences of this issue.
Findings indicate that over 70% of major crimes in the country, such as theft, violence, and
murder, are related to drug use. Additionally, the decline in the age of addiction and the increase
in social issues such as prostitution and running away from home severely undermine social
cohesion, imposing heavy social costs on families and the state.

2. Impact on Governmental and Economic Structure: The drug economy exacerbates financial
corruption and money laundering, undermining financial transparency and weakening the
administrative oversight system. It also redirects investments from productive activities to
short-term, high-risk activities, damaging the national economy’s foundation and challenging
sustainable development. It is estimated that the financial turnover related to drugs in Iran
amounts to billions of dollars annually, a significant portion of which is utilized in informal
markets for money laundering purposes.
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3. Geopolitical and Security Impacts: Iran, with over 900 kilometers of shared border with
Afghanistan and Pakistan, lies in the main route for drug trafficking from the Golden Crescent.
This strategic position not only increases mafia activities but also leads to insecurity at the
borders and reduced investment in border regions. According to UNODC statistics, about 60%
of heroin and morphine produced in Afghanistan is trafficked through Iran to European markets.
This situation not only imposes heavy costs on the country's security and military, but also
increases the social insecurity and reduces the quality of life in the border regions.

The Analysis of Consequences

The wide-ranging consequences of the drug economy are composed of the weakening of public
health, the spread of infectious diseases such as AIDS and hepatitis, and the rise in treatment
costs. Furthermore, the conflict between law enforcement and drug trafficking gangs results in
heavy human and financial losses in the country every year. The costs of the war on drugs such
as strengthening borders, deploying security forces, and purchasing equipment, have placed
extra pressure on the national economy.

Conclusions
The drug economy, as a geopolitical factor, threatens Iran's national security across all social,
economic, and political dimensions. Addressing this threat requires a shift in security policy
from a traditional approach to a more comprehensive, multi-dimensional perspective. The
following actions are recommended:
o Strengthening border surveillance and reducing security weaknesses in sensitive areas,
e Managing domestic consumption by reforming countermeasures and employing harm
reduction strategies,
o Raising public awareness about the economic and social consequences of drugs through
national media,
e Reducing the economic impact of drugs by effectively combating financial corruption
and money laundering at a national level.
These measures can help mitigate the destructive effects of the drug economy and strengthen
the national security of the Islamic Republic of Iran.
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