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The current research has investigated the geopolitical confrontation between the Islamic
Republic of Iran and the United States of America. The research method chosen for this
study is to use descriptive, analytical and content analysis methods to examine the
opinions and positions of the presidents and media of the United States of America and
the leaders and national media of the Islamic Republic of Iran. According to the
conclusions of this study, it can be said that the history of the geopolitical confrontation
between the Islamic Republic of Iran and the West, especially the United States of
America, shows that the relationship between the two sides is complex and multifaceted,
influenced by factors based on cultural geopolitics based on psychological and media
operations. is formed After the establishment, the Islamic Republic of Iran adopted the
strategy of exporting the revolution, supporting regional movements and confronting
Israel, at the top of media techniques to promote its message and influence international
opinion. On the other hand, the United States also has significant media power. itself, after
the establishment of the Islamic Republic of media techniques to shape the narrative of
the conflict and influence public opinion around the world, Iran with four strategies:
terrorism, violation of human rights, non-peaceful use of nuclear energy and confronting
Israel accuses and pursues the geopolitical isolation of the Islamic Republic of Iran in the

world.

Cite this article: Bahadori, D. Heydari, GH. Ezzati, E. Hassanabadi. D. (2024). Geopolitical explanation of the media
confrontation between the Islamic Republic of Iran and the United States of America. New Geopolitics Research,

1(1), 203-225.

© The Author(s).
DOI: http://doi.org/10.22.34/nrpg.1.1.12

Publisher: Lorestan University.



http://doi.org/10.22.34/nrpg.1.1.12
https://orcid.org/0009-0001-1597-388X

New Geopolitics Research, Volume 1, Issue 1, Spring & Summer 2024 204

Introduction
In the present era, geopolitics no longer means military competition over land and natural

resources, but new dimensions such as media battle and soft war have also been added to it. As
powerful tools for shaping public opinion and guiding intellectual and political currents, the
media play an irreplaceable role in achieving geopolitical goals. In the meantime, the
confrontation between the Islamic Republic of Iran and the United States of America, as two
important regional and global players, has always been one of the most important centers of
geopolitical conflict in the last four decades. This confrontation, on the one hand, has its roots
in historical, ideological differences and conflicting interests of the two countries, and on the
other hand, by using media tools, it has been extended to a level beyond geographical borders.

In this article, taking an analytical and critical approach, an attempt has been made to explain
the various dimensions of the media geopolitical confrontation between the Islamic Republic
of Iran and the United States of America. The importance of this issue is that in today's world,
media power, as a complement or even a substitute for military power, can determine the fate
of geopolitical conflicts. Accordingly, understanding the media mechanisms, strategies, and
consequences of this confrontation can help to gain a deeper understanding of the geopolitical
developments in the region and the world.

Research Methodology
This research was conducted using descriptive-analytical methods and content analysis. The

data corpus of the research includes the positions and views of the presidents and official media
of the United States of America and the leaders and national media of the Islamic Republic of
Iran in the period after the victory of the Islamic Revolution of Iran until 2024. Research data
was collected through reviewing documents, statements, speeches, news reports, media
analyses, and contents published in the media of the two countries.

In the analysis stage, first, the macro media strategies of each party were identified and
categorized. Then, using the content analysis technique, the main and key themes related to the
geopolitical confrontation were extracted. Also, relying on geopolitical theories and political
communications, an attempt was made to explain the relationship between media strategies and
geopolitical goals of the two countries.

Results and Discussion
A) Dimensions and nature of the media geopolitical confrontation

The research findings show that the geopolitical confrontation between Iran and the United
States is not limited to the military and political arena, but also widely takes place in the media
and soft war. Both countries, using traditional media (radio, television, and press) and new
media (social networks, news websites, and multimedia platforms), try to present their desired

narrative of regional and global realities and developments.

B) Media strategies of the Islamic Republic of Iran
After the victory of the Islamic Revolution, the Islamic Republic of Iran has pursued three
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main media strategies:

1. Exporting the revolution and supporting regional movements: Iran, using its media, tries to
convey the message of the Islamic Revolution and the discourse of resistance to countries in
the region and the world, and provides media support to anti-arrogance and anti-Zionist
movements.

2. Confronting Israel: Iranian media introduce the Zionist regime as the main enemy of the
Islamic world and try to mobilize public opinion in the region against Israel.

3. Strengthening Islamic identity and independence: Iranian media emphasize the political,
cultural, and economic independence of the country and try to present a positive image of

the Islamic Republic system and its achievements in various fields.

C) Media strategies of the United States
The United States, relying on its extensive media power, is also pursuing four key strategies

towards Iran:

1. Accusing Iran of terrorism: The American media accuses Iran of supporting terrorist groups
and tries to establish this image in the world's public opinion.

2. Violating the human rights: The United States is trying to delegitimize the Islamic Republic
by highlighting human rights violations in Iran.

3. Using nuclear energy Non-peacefully: Western media presents Iran's nuclear program as a
threat to international security and emphasizes the need to control and limit it.

4. Confronting Israel: The United States is trying to increase global support for its anti-Iranian
policies by providing media support for Israel and presenting Iran as a threat to the security

of this regime.

D) Consequences and effects of the media confrontation
This media confrontation has had numerous consequences at the national, regional and

global levels, as follows:

* Geopolitical isolation of Iran: The United States, by taking advantage of its media power and
international coalition-building, seeks to isolate Iran in the global arena.

* The strengthening of the resistance discourse: Iran, using its media, is also trying to strengthen
the resistance front and mobilize regional public opinion against the policies of the United
States and Israel.

* Polarization of public opinion: This media battle has led to the polarization of public opinion
in the region and the world, and has exacerbated ideological and political divides.

* The impact on foreign policy: The media strategies of the two countries have played an

important role in shaping their foreign policy and strategic decisions towards each other.

Conclusions
The present study shows that the geopolitical confrontation between the Islamic Republic of
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Iran and the United States of America, rather than being a mere military or political conflict,
has become a media war and a battle of narratives. In this battle, each side, using media tools
and soft war techniques, tries to make its preferred narrative dominate domestic, regional, and
global public opinion.

By emphasizing the export of the revolution, supporting regional movements, and
confronting Israel, Iran is trying to strengthen the discourse of resistance and legitimize its
policies. In contrast, the United States, by accusing Iran of terrorism, human rights violations,
and its nuclear program, and supporting Israel seeks to delegitimize Iran and isolate it in the
international arena.

This media confrontation, while affecting the domestic and foreign policies of the two
countries, plays an important role in shaping the geopolitical developments of the region and
the world. Finally, it can be said that in the present era, media power, as a complement to hard
power, has become a strategic tool for achieving countries' geopolitical goals, and a precise
understanding of its mechanisms and consequences is essential and vital for analysts and
policymakers in the field of international relations.
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