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In the field of urban development, the prioritization of political strategies plays an
essential role in the formation of sustainable and inclusive cities. The political
development of the city is a complex and multifaceted process that seeks to increase
citizen participation, strengthen democratic institutions, and improve the quality of life in
cities. Identifying and prioritizing appropriate strategies for political development in each
city is very important. As an important city in Iran, Khorramabad faces unique challenges
and opportunities in the field of political development. This applied research used a
descriptive-analytical method. Data were collected through library, document, and survey
(researcher-made questionnaire tool). The statistical population of the research included
30 qualified experts in the research subject, who were selected based on gradual
purposeful sampling. Analytical Hierarchy (AHP) method was used for data analysis. The
findings of the research show that citizens' participation (with an average of 1.47), urban
social movements (with an average of 1.84) and the role of the media and Khorramabad
advocacy groups (with an average of 1.45) are three important issues in the political
development strategies of this city that should be taken into consideration. The results of
this research show that political development in Khorramabad requires a comprehensive
and multilateral approach in which all political, social and economic actors should

actively participate.
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Introduction

The political development of cities, as one of the most important aspects of sustainable urban
development, plays a fundamental role in improving the quality of life of citizens, strengthening
democratic institutions, and increasing social participation. Cities have long been the focus of
political, social, and economic developments, and their political development has always been
accompanied by certain complexities and challenges. In the meantime, Khorramabad city, as
the center of Lorestan province and one of the important cities in the west of the country, faces
special opportunities and challenges in the path of political development, given its
demographic, cultural, and geographical characteristics.

Given the importance of the subject, the present study was conducted with the aim of
identifying and prioritizing the political development strategies of Khorramabad city. This
study, relying on the theoretical foundations of urban political development and reviewing the
history of related research, attempts to analyze the current situation, and extract and prioritize
effective strategies that are appropriate to the local conditions of the region. The importance of
this research is that it can help local policymakers and urban managers make targeted and
efficient decisions in the field of political development and also provide a model for other
similar cities in the country.

Method

This research is applied in terms of purpose and descriptive-analytical in terms of method. Data
collection was carried out in the form of library, documentary, and survey research. The main
data collection tool was a researcher-made questionnaire that was designed based on the
theoretical models of political development as well as the specific characteristics of
Khorramabad city. The questionnaire included 9 main components: political system, citizen
participation, political culture, power dynamics, local political parties and coalitions, relations
with national and regional governments, urban social movements, the role of media and
advocacy groups, and adaptation and innovation.

The statistical population of the research consisted of 30 experts and specialists related to
the subject who were selected using a gradual purposive sampling method. The Analytic
Hierarchy Process (AHP) method was used to analyze the data to determine the relative weight
and importance of each component and strategy. The collected data were analyzed after coding
and entering into statistical software, and based on the weights obtained, the political
development strategies of Khorramabad County were identified and prioritized.

Results and Discussion

Analysis of the Political Development Status of Khorramabad County

Based on the research findings, the political development of Khorramabad County is affected
by various factors, the most important of which are: traditional and tribal structures, the level
of political participation of citizens, the role of the media and civil groups, and the level of
interaction with national and regional governments. Tribal and ethnic structures, while creating
a kind of social solidarity, in some cases, lead to separation and a decrease in inclusive political
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participation. Also, the specific cultural tendencies of the region have affected the attitude of
citizens towards political participation.

Prioritizing Strategies

Analytical Hierarchy Process (AHP) showed that three main components have the greatest

weight and importance in the political development of Khorramabad city:

1. Citizen participation (average weight: 1.47): Increasing the level of political, social and civic
participation of citizens is the key to sustainable political development in Khorramabad. This
participation can be strengthened through citizenship education, creating legal platforms and
encouraging participation in elections and civil institutions.

2. Urban social movements (average weight: 1.84): The role of social movements, especially in
the areas of demand, justice and transparency, is an important factor in promoting political
development. These movements can help reform political and administrative structures by
mobilizing social resources and increasing public awareness.

3. The role of media and advocacy groups (average weight: 1.45): As a bridge between the
people and the government, media and civil society groups play a fundamental role in
transparency, information, and advocacy. Strengthening local media and supporting civil
society groups can pave the way for increasing public trust and accountability of officials.

In addition to these three components, other strategies such as strengthening local political
parties and coalitions, promoting political culture, and being constructively engaged with
national and regional governments are also important, although they were prioritized later.

Challenges and Opportunities

The present study showed that the political development of Khorramabad County faces
challenges such as the weak civil society institutions, dominance of traditional structures, low
level of public political awareness, and institutional limitations. However, opportunities such
as the existence of high social capital, cultural and historical capacities, and the desire of young
people for political participation can provide a suitable platform for the realization of political
development.

Conclusions

The present study, with the aim of identifying and prioritizing the political development
strategies of Khorramabad city, has achieved important results by reviewing the theoretical
foundations and research background, using the analytic hierarchy process and collecting data
from experts. Based on the findings, the political development of Khorramabad city requires a
comprehensive and multifaceted approach in which all political, social, and economic actors
must actively participate.

The most important suggested strategies are as follows:
— Increasing citizen participation through education, creating legal platforms, and supporting

civil institutions,
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— Strengthening urban social movements and supporting demanding and justice-seeking
activities,

— Promoting the role of the media and advocacy groups in transparency and accountability,

— Strengthening local political parties and coalitions to promote healthy political competition,

— Developing political culture and increasing public awareness of citizenship rights and
responsibilities,

— Constructive engagement with national and regional governments to attract development
support and resources.

Ultimately, achieving desirable political development in Khorramabad requires managers’
serious determination, active citizen participation, and support from civil society organizations.
The results of this research can be used as a guide for planning and policymaking in the field
of urban political development and can be a model for other cities in the country.
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