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The cause of existence is an important and sensitive concept in political geography. What
factor or factors cause the emergence and continuation of a country is the reason for its
existence and survival. Some countries have a strong raison d'étre and others have a weak
raison d'étre. In this research, in order to enrich this concept, with the case study of Iraq,
it has been tried to investigate the cause or causes of existence of this country. This
research was carried out using descriptive and analytical method and the required
information was collected through library and documentary sources. The purpose of the
article is to answer the question exploring whether the reason for Iraq's weak existence,
the absence of a strong political thought and the weakness of the national unity of this
country will ultimately lead to separation and disintegration. This question and other
questions have been investigated in this research. The article is based on the assumption
that the inability of different Iraqi governments to present a comprehensive idea and cause
of existence has prevented the formation of a unified and accepted national identity among
the residents of Iraq. This has caused instability in the country of Iraq and the state and

nation-building process has not been completed.
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Introduction

In the contemporary world, the concept of existential reason is recognized as one of the most
fundamental concepts in political geography and state-nation studies. This concept refers to a
set of factors that guarantee the emergence, continuity, and survival of a country and play a
fundamental role in the formation of its national identity and social cohesion. Unlike a small
number of countries that enjoy ethnic, religious, and linguistic homogeneity, the majority of
countries in the world, especially in the Middle East, have a multinational and mosaic structure,
which creates the basis for internal tensions and conflicts. Iraq, as one of the most important
countries in the region with a sensitive geopolitical position, is a clear example of a country
whose existential reason has always been a subject of debate and challenge. This country, with
its high ethnic and religious diversity, a history of internal and external conflicts, and its
susceptibility to regional and global geopolitical developments, has always faced a crisis of
national identity and weak social cohesion. The importance of examining Iraq’s raison d’étre
lies not only in understanding the country’s internal dynamics, but also in analyzing macro-
regional trends and their effects on the security and stability of the Middle East.

Method

This research has been conducted taking a descriptive-analytical approach and has been carried
out based on library and documentary studies. The required data and information have been
collected from reliable scientific sources, historical documents, political analyses, and related
research works. The theoretical framework of the research has been developed based on the
theories of political geographers about the raison d’étre of countries, the state-nation building
process, and the role of material and spiritual factors in the formation and continuation of
national identity. In analyzing the situation in Iraq, the ethno-religious structure, historical
developments, the role of regional and transregional powers, globalization trends, and the
impact of the policies of the United States and its allies have been examined. In addition,
comparative examples have been used to compare the situation of Iraq with other multinational
countries and examine the strengths and weaknesses of its raison d’étre.

Results and Discussion

The research findings show that Iraq’s raison d’étre has always been weak and fragile since
the country’s inception. The most important factors weakening Iraq’s raison d’étre are as
follows:

— A diverse ethnic and religious structure: Iraq consists of three major ethnic and religious
groups (Shiite Arabs, Sunni Arabs, and Kurds), each with distinct identities, interests,
and political ideals. This diversity, rather than being mutually reinforcing, has often led
to competition, distrust, and even bloody conflicts.

— A history of imposed state-building: Iraq’s political structure is the result of colonial
demarcations and the intervention of foreign powers, rather than a natural process of
nation-building. This has led to the Iraqi state lacking a comprehensive political
ideology acceptable to all groups from the beginning.
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— Weak national identity and social cohesion: Despite efforts made in different periods,
especially after the fall of the Baath regime, the nation-building process in Iraq has not
been completed and the people of this country still lack a sense of belonging and true
national unity. The only point of convergence of different groups was the overthrow of
Saddam, and after that, each political group has pursued its own interests.

— The influence of foreign actors: The policies of the United States and its allies,
especially after 2003, by supporting some groups (such as the Kurds) and implementing
strategies such as the "Greater Middle East" and "dual containment", have paved the
way for weakening national unity and even proposing scenarios for the disintegration of
Iraq.

— Globalization and media trends: Globalization tools such as the Internet and satellite, by
highlighting differences and displaying ethno-religious violence, have weakened the
legitimacy of central governments and paved the way for separatism and the expansion
of social divisions.

— The emergence of non-state actors and terrorism: Groups such as ISIS and Al-Nusra, by
taking advantage of identity and structural gaps, seriously threatened not only Iraq’s
security but also its raison d’étre and fueled the process of the central government’s
collapse.

— In summary, Iraq is an example of a country that, despite its privileged geopolitical
location and rich natural resources, has always been exposed to instability, a crisis of
legitimacy, and the threat of disintegration due to the weakness of its raison d’étre.

Conclusions

Based on the findings of this study, Iraq’s weak raison d’étre, the lack of comprehensive
political thought, and the weakness of national unity are the most important obstacles to the
state-nation building process in this country. The Iraqi government has so far failed to create a
comprehensive and acceptable national identity for all ethnic and religious groups, and this
has paved the way for continued crises and political-social instability. Foreign interventions,
globalization trends, and the emergence of non-state actors have exacerbated this crisis and
made scenarios of disintegration and collapse a real threat.

At the same time, the Iraqi experience shows that the survival of a country does not depend
solely on material factors such as territory, population, and natural resources, but above all
requires the presence of a strong existential reason, a coherent national identity, and a
comprehensive political thought. In the absence of these factors, even countries with a
civilizational background and a privileged geopolitical position are at risk of collapse.

Therefore, the main strategy for maintaining the unity and cohesion of Iraq is to focus on
creating an inclusive political thought, strengthening national identity, and enacting the
intelligent management of ethno-religious diversity. Without achieving these goals, the future
of Iraq will continue to face the threat of separation, fragmentation, and instability. This study,
emphasizing the importance of the existential reason as the foundation of state-nation building,
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reminds us of the need to review Iraq's domestic and foreign policies and pay attention to the
successful experiences of nation-building in other countries.
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