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The category of security is considered the main ground-breaking and sustainable argument
for geopolitical conflicts between countries. Due to the complex and intersubjective nature
of the concept of security, political systems generally link various issues with their
security and are in conflict with them. The Russian Federation is one of the countries that,
due to facing various threats in the past, has experienced a sense of pessimism and
insecurity towards peripheral developments, and in recent decades, with the activism of
NATO and the European Union in its near abroad, it has aroused their concern more than
ever. Buzan's security theory (Copenhagen School) has a high degree of agreement with
the developments that have occurred in this space, therefore this article attempts to analyze
the geopolitical reasons for Russia's territorialization in Ukraine using a qualitative
method and a descriptive-analytical approach within the framework of this theory.
According to the research findings, in accordance with Buzan's theory, geopolitical
developments stemming from Westernization thoughts in Ukraine have led to the re-
fragmentation of political borders and the loss of Russia's traditional political legitimacy
abroad. They have laid the foundation for the process of reducing reliance on the
economic-political capacity of energy as an ally of Russia. They have caused the
proximity of NATO threats to Russia's borders and strengthened restrictions on access to
the sea. They have also weakened and erased Russian culture, identity, civilization, and
values (Russian minority) as a tool of Russian power, etc. In this space, Russia has been
confronted with security layers that are much broader, more dispersed, and different from
traditional security concerns, each of which has targeted their national interests and

territorial integrity in some way.
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Introduction
In the competitive arena of the international system, ensuring security as the most basic and at

the same time the most fundamental human needs, because the growth and excellence of all
elements of society are linked to it, draws more attention than ever to the concerns of political
actors and leads them to passivity. Due to the important position of various aspects of security
in the basket of human needs, according to Hobbes, people establish governments only because
of the desire for peace and security (Hobs,2001:67-68).Since the distant past, controlling the
resources and interests available in the geographical space has been the most common and most
trusted component of political thinkers for ensuring security, and by shaping the mentality of
the relationship between security and territorial development, it shows that the influence of the
element of geography on the security strategies of political actors cannot be ignored. In this
regard, the Germans in the colonial era, along with territorial expansion, under the strategy of
Weltpolitik, demanded security for the markets and resources of the colonies (Fillent,2011:97).
And imperial systems throughout history have imposed order and meaning on space with these
interpretations (O Tuathail,1996:2). With the developments of the 1990s and the drawing of a
new political map in Central Eurasia, the problems of the Russian Federation, which considers
the near abroad as the first defensive bastion for protecting its national security (Simbar &
Golafrooz,2009:90), have gradually increased. Therefore, this research, within the framework
of the Copenhagen security school, seeks to answer the question using a descriptive-analytical
method: what role does the security component play in the idea of territorial expansion of the
Russian Federation in Ukraine? It seems that the territorial expansion of the Russian Federation
in Ukraine is influenced by the country's security concerns resulting from the political,
economic, military, and socio-cultural developments that have occurred in their traditional
territory, and the Russian actions, as in the past, are a reaction to the security threats resulting
from the expansion of the sphere of influence of Western institutions to the East in the last three
decades.

Methodology
The research method of the present article is qualitative with a descriptive-analytical approach.

In the research process, first, information related to the subject was collected using library tools
and referring to reliable sources, books, and articles, and then, relying on Buzan's security
theory, it analyzed the geopolitical reasons for the territorial expansion of the Russian
Federation in Ukraine. This research tries to answer the research question by theoretically
analyzing the current situation: what role does the security component play in the idea of the
territorial expansion of the Russian Federation in Ukraine? And basically, from the Russian
perspective, this territorial expansion is based on what security threats are perceived in this
geographical space?

Results and Discussion

Historical developments and events have always played an important role in shaping the type

of attitude, perspective, and type of activism of countries in the international system. The
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development of the concepts of threat and insecurity in the strategic culture of the Russians is
based on the bitter experiences of this country in different periods, such as the 300-year
domination of the Mongols (13th-15th centuries), the Tatars (1571), the world wars, etc. over
this land (Shapouri,2018:71-72). Therefore, in this culture, a threat-centric and geopolitical
attitude towards threats is seen prominently, and the foreign policy of this country is theorized
and implemented based on this view and measures to protect national interests and security.
Since the position of the territory plays an unparalleled role in the geographical logic of Russian
power, the activism of the Russian Federation in the territory of Ukraine was a reaction to the
objective and subjective threats reflected from this geographical space against the geopolitical
codes of the Russian Federation, which can be analyzed within the framework of Buzan's new
view on security.

In the political security dimension; based on Buzan's political view of the security issue and
in accordance with the 1997 National Security Document, the Russian Federation, which is
faced with 200 nationalities and ethnic groups with 27 other official languages in the republics
and autonomous regions of this country (Arbab,2011:148). The fragility of borders and threats
to territorial integrity are considered important issues, therefore, considering the evolution in
NATO programs after the 1990s, which emphasized supporting democratic changes in
countries liberated from communism and democratizing Russia (Koolaee et al.,2007:60),
Ukraine's initiative to join Western structures, which will undoubtedly lead to growth and
improvement in the welfare conditions of this country with the development of political-
economic institutions, can spread like a domino to other countries in the region and even lead
to the divergence of the separatist regions of Russia. That is why Russian leaders, emphasizing
the issue of restoring Russia’s power and influence in the global arena, have considered Ukraine
as one of the spaces challenging their political legitimacy, and Putin believes that this space
will be the battlefield of the new world order (Felgenhauer,2014:25). On the other hand, the
actions of the pro-Western Ukrainian governments against the Russian minorities in the
Donbass, Luhansk and Donetsk regions are considered an attempt to commit genocide and
cleanse the Russian identity in this part of Ukraine, threatening the survival of this system. From
Putin’s perspective, ultimately, changing the Russian political system is one of America’s
demands (Vosughi & Khairy,2016:150).

In the dimension of economic security; Since energy is important in the economy and,
consequently, in Russia's national security, and the Russians view oil and natural gas as a means
of victory in the international arena (Trenin,2006:45), the Russians refer to energy as the only
reliable allies in their grand strategies (Ermarth,2009:95).Therefore, in order to create Russia's
dependence on Ukrainian territory for energy transit (Farjirad & Salehi-Dolatabadi,2017:52),
which is considered a kind of bottleneck for Russian gas revenue to European markets, the

European Union's efforts to diversify natural gas resources and access oil and gas resources of
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the Caspian Sea and Central Asia (Kohkan & Karimi, 2019:130 & Koolaee,2010:77) by

absorbing Ukraine into Western institutions are intolerable. Within the framework of the 2022

Naval Doctrine, Ukraine, with its 2,182 km of coastline in the Black Sea, is in a position that
can partially solve the Russians’ bottleneck in accessing warm water in terms of transportation
(Safri & Vosoughi, 2016:221) and maritime trade as a complement. Therefore, the

encroachment of this space into the lap of the West exacerbates Russia’s concerns.

Conclusions
Given the direct dependence of the process of enhancing the national power of countries on a

desirable level of security and the existence of peace in society, overcoming the sources of
insecurity is of great importance for Russia, which has the idea of lasting among the world's
leading powers. Therefore, the dominance of the security-oriented view on the perceptual space
of Russian leaders has been derived from major interruptions caused by the destructive and
continuous effects of threats throughout the history of this land, which, incidentally, has enjoyed
greater continuity and stability in the western regions and especially in the Ukrainian space.
The collapse of the Soviet Union in the 1990s, which the Russians refer to as the geopolitical
tragedy of the century, initially led to the separation of an area of 3 million kilometers from the
geographical territory of this country and then gradually reduced their geopolitical influence in
this strategic space over the past three decades. This issue appears as if the Russians are losing
ground to their traditional European rivals. Within the framework of Buzan's security
perspective, the direction and trend of the actions and tendencies of Western institutions in
Ukraine are the indicators of the national security of the Russian Federation. The stimulation
of divergence from Russian-based institutions in the near abroad and its impact on numerous
ethnic groups and minorities in Russia on the one hand, the entry of Western institutions into
the region and investment in energy resources in the near abroad to break Russia's monopoly
on these resources, along with the gradual linking of Ukraine with NATO and the strengthening
of this country's military presence in traditional Russian territory, and the efforts being made to
de-Russify Ukraine have sounded the alarm for the re-collapse of the Russian Federation, which
is a desire and part of the plans of the United States and its allies in recent years. Therefore,
Russia's re-reliance on an outdated military method to expand its territory shows the weakness
and inability of the numerous political, economic and cultural capacities of the Russians in the
face of the seductive attractions of Western institutions to penetrate new territories.
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