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The theories of hydro-realism and hydro-idealism are considered two conflicting
approaches in the studies of political relations of water resources. The theory of hydro-
realism has been an inspiring model or competitive ideas and unilateral and
developmentalist intervention as much as possible for obtaining double water resources,
which the mentioned policy is a manifestation of achieving hegemony. While the theory
of hydro-idealism is a manifestation of water cooperation, the focus of its argument is on
the interactions of the coastal governments in a software way in response to the criminal
policies of each of the governments in the common transboundary river basin, which
ultimately describes the basics and concepts and then the mutual evaluation of the two.
The theory and comparing with each other is one of the main goals of this research. In
terms of nature, this research is fundamental-theoretical and with descriptive-analytical
method, it tries to guide the policy of the coastal states of the transboundary river basin in
a more moderate direction by examining the values, indicators and perspectives of these

two theoretical approaches.
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Introduction
In general, considering the issue of international waters and their importance in discussions

related to the fields of political geography and international relations, and exploring the role of
different perspectives and theories over the past decades to the present time regarding the
management of transboundary river basins and hydro-political interactions between
governments and their coastal actors have led to the formation of issues and theories related to
transboundary waters and the attitudes of political communities on how to manage, control, and
interact with each other on an international scale. This has mainly turned transboundary river
basins into the most important topics in the scientific disciplines of political geography and
international relations. Therefore, considering the practical aspect of studying shared
transboundary waters and the fact that this issue has currently been considered by many coastal
countries of transboundary river basins, this study examines the most important theoretical
approaches in international water political relations, putting an emphasis on transboundary
rivers, which have been less consistently considered in research studies and sources, and
examines the two theoretical approaches of hydrorealism and hydroidealism.

Method
Due to its nature, the present study is a fundamental and theoretical research, and it has collected

information in a library manner using a descriptive-analytical method.
Results and Discussion
By extracting various sources about the two theories of hydrorealism and hydroidealism, we
will conduct a comparative analysis of their differences. In the theory of hydrorealism, there is
often a hardware (military-security) approach to shared water resources, and these resources
are viewed taking a threatening and controversial attitude. This theory takes a one-sided view
of shared water resources and does not believe in the close monitoring and sustainable
participation, which exacerbates security and political challenges in transboundary river basins.
Water policies in hydrorealism are implemented overlooking the interests of other stakeholders,
while they are in line with individual and national goals and interests. This takes a totalitarian
view of water resource management in a transboundary river basin and does not tolerate
cooperation. Water resources in the basin are mainly provided for the purpose of gaining
additional power, and the system of control and management of water resources in the shared
basin operates in a closed or semi-closed manner, while the laws and regulations related to
transboundary waters are severely violated, and the exploitation and management of shared
water resources are not carried out systematically by taking into account the interests of other
stakeholders.

In contrast, the theory of hydro-idealism often takes a cooperative approach to shared water
resources and views shared transboundary water resources taking a peaceful and non-war-
oriented approach. This theory views shared water resources in terms of collective interests and

believes in careful monitoring and sustainable participation with an opportunity-based approach
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to solving challenges in transboundary river basins. Water resources policymaking is carried
out with respect to security and collective interests and with the principle of fairness and justice,
and it takes a democratic view of water resource management in transboundary river basins and
requires cooperation and joint efforts. The provision of water resources in the basin is not aimed
at gaining power, and the system of control and management of water resources in shared basins
operates in an open and semi-open manner. Laws and regulations related to transboundary
waters are accepted and the exploitation of shared water resources is carried out systematically

consideing all the countries involved.

Conclusions
By examining the two theories in a comparative manner, it can be concluded that hydrorealism,

without considering the law-based management of shared water resources and often with a
hard-line attitude, deals with unilateral and development-oriented approaches in the upstream
country and states that the implementation of policies on shared water resources is not "self"
versus "other"; rather, it is completely in line with its own goals and interests, and most
countries with transboundary river basins in arid and semi-arid regions are in favor of the
approaches to this theory. However, on the opposite spectrum, in the theory of hydro-idealism,
where many opportunities and capacities are considered bilaterally and multilaterally in
transboundary river basins to establish cooperation and joint efforts, and prevent insecurity and
divergence, international rivers are considered a flexible scene of dynamic political exchanges
and interactions to facilitate and strengthen convergent hydropolitical aspects.
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