"¢ New Geopolitics Research @ -

Bi-Quarterly Journal

E. ISSN: 3060-7140

The Geopolitical Landscape of the Middle East: A System based on

Controlling Trilateral Confrontation

Mohsen Bayat™"

Corresponding author, Department of Political Science and Law, Faculty of Literature and Humanities, Lorestan University,
Lorestan, Iran. E-mail: bayat.m@lu.ac.ir

Article Info

ABSTRACT

Article type:
Research Paper

Article history:

Received: 26 September 2024

Received in revised form: 04
November 2024

Accepted: 09 November 2024

Keywords:

West Asia,
geopolitical order,
geopolitical patterns,
control of the trilateral
confrontation

The future of the geopolitical order in the West Asia, whose fundamental characteristics
are dynamics, has always been a question in academic circles. The October 7th Hamas
attack challenged the processes of normalizing relations and easing tensions between Arab
countries, [ran-Saudi Arabia and Israel-Saudi Arabia. Can new developments in the region
lead to serious changes in the distribution of power and even the creation of a stable
geopolitical system or a collective security system? In this article, based on a theoretical
framework derived from the integration of the theory of the regional security complex and
regional geopolitical patterns as well as the analytical-descriptive method, we analyzed
the geopolitical patterns of the three regional powers (Iran, Saudi Arabia and Israel). This
study shows that from a historical perspective, two patterns of competition-conflict and
control of confrontation have cyclically dominated the West Asian region. With regard to
the historical geopolitical patterns, the formation of a geopolitical system based on the
control of a tripartite confrontation will be the most likely type of geopolitical order after

the Isracl-centered resistance war.
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Introduction
The future of the geopolitical order in the West Asia, where dynamism is one of its fundamental

characteristics, has always been a question in academic circles. Will the resumption of
diplomatic and political relations between Iran and Saudi Arabia and the normalization of
Saudi-Israeli relations, lead to establishment of a new geopolitical order in the region? will the
war between Israel and the Axis of Resistance, lead to a military confrontation between Iran
and Israel? Could new developments create a stable geopolitical system or a collective security
system in the region?

Methodology
In this study, we used descriptive-analytical method that was based on the gathering of library

data and secondary analysis of available data. With the aim of discovering changes, turning
points, trends, and ultimately the order of geopolitical patterns, we described the available data
of the geopolitical patterns in the security complex of the west Asia. Accordingly, for
discovering and analyzing patterns of the geopolitical relations and their latent order, we
examined the historical-geopolitical relations between Iran, Saudi Arabia and Israel. We used
the theory of the Buzan's regional security complex and the theory of regional geopolitical
patterns to explore geopolitical patterns and indicators of the West Asian security complex.
Finally, by combining the two theories and relying on descriptive-analytical method, we tried
to discover the future geopolitical system in the region. Therefore, in this article, futures studies
are also part of research method. We conducted futures studies by using historical data,
behavioral surveys, and trends that were related to the geopolitical patterns of Iran, Israel, and
Saudi Arabia in the West Asian geopolitical security complex.

The discovery of the regional geopolitical patterns is the most important issue. These
patterns, which are historical and behavioral, with relative regularity, have been repeated among
actors (especially powerful actors) in the regional security complex. It is possible, through this
discovery, to predict the future geopolitical order of the region.

Results and Discussion

The interactions and confrontations of three actors, namely Iran, Saudi Arabia and Israel in the
West Asian security complex, have tangible effects on the state of the security complex and
geopolitical relations. The three actors, at the highest level, have a negative security
dependency, meaning that insecurity for one actor leads to contagion of insecurity to another
actor. This type of dependency is based on the balance of power and influence of the three
actors in the region. The relations between the three countries can determine the future of the
regional security order, that is why their geopolitical patterns are very effective in determining
the indicators of regional order.

The survey on the historical patterns of geopolitical relations between the three actors (Iran,
Saudi Arabia, and Israel) and secondary analysis of data related to these patterns, confirm that

their relations have been mostly in the form of geopolitical competition, and, at some periods,
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these competitions, sometimes in the form of direct military conflicts and sometimes in the
form of proxy military conflicts, have led to geopolitical conflict.

The continuity of competitions and conflict patterns between Iran, Saudi Arabia, and Israel
in historical geopolitical relations was formed to the extent that contingency of some
geopolitical patterns, in the near future, will be at a low level.

However, it doesn’t mean that the pattern of competition and conflict, between these three
actors, will remain for a long time. In fact, we have observed, in some historical periods, the
pattern formed based on the control of confrontation. This pattern has often occurred bilaterally
between Iran-Saudi Arabia or Saudi Arabia-Israel.

After the Hamas' military operation against Israel on 7 October 2023, the pattern of conflict
has emerged in the region. The area of conflict is expanding increasingly. The increasing
insecurity, due to the negative security dependency, leads to the spread of insecurity for all three
actors, and this process will push them towards controlling the confrontation, it is expected that
a pattern of trilateral control of conflict will be established in the region.

The geopolitical patterns of the region, before the October War, were based on three
important and fundamental trends: 1) the normalization of relations between Israel and the
Arabs (the Abraham Accords); 2) the normalization of relations between Iran and the Arabs,
especially Saudi Arabia; 3) the normalization of relations between the Arab countries (the
readmission of Qatar to the Gulf Cooperation Council and the return of Syria to the Arab
League). These trends had created new perspectives about the geopolitical system and security
complex of the West Asia, but all of the above-mentioned trends were stopped by the sudden
outbreak of the October War, and all predictions about the geopolitical system of the region and
formation of a collective security system, have been in a state of uncertainty.

The historical geopolitical patterns of the main actors in the region (namely Iran, Israel, and
Saudi Arabia) can give us a relatively clear vision about the future geopolitical order, because,
according to the inherent characteristics of the region and its actors, the possibility of re-
establishing past geopolitical patterns is more likely than the possibility of the turning the
current war into an attrition war or creating a collective security system. Based on a theoretical
framework derived from the integration of Bari Buzan's regional security complex theory and
regional geopolitical patterns, and relying on an analytical-descriptive method, this paper

analyzed the geopolitical patterns of the three regional powers (Iran, Saudi Arabia, and Israel).

Conclusions
From a historical perspective, this study shows that the two patterns of competition-conflict and

control of confrontation have cyclically dominated the West Asian region and the relations
between the three main actors. According to the historical-geopolitical patterns, the dominance
of the hostility pattern over the friendship pattern, the spreading of insecurity from one actor to
other actors, and the politics of trans-regional powers, the formation of a geopolitical system
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based on the control of the tripartite confrontation will be the most likely type of geopolitical
order after the current war.

On the other hand, although the current war may continue for a long time, it can’t lead to a
coherent and comprehensive geopolitical order or the formation of collective security
mechanisms. In the geopolitical system based on the control of tripartite confrontation, Arab
countries, led by Saudi Arabia, will have a high capacity for independent action (from tans-
regional powers) and will be a kind of communication loop and axis for the system.

The future geopolitical order of the region is different from the bilateral orders of the past
because it is tripartite one. In the new order, unlike previous geopolitical orders, the balance of
power will not allow Israel to form a united front with Saudi Arabia and other Arab countries
against Iran, whereas Iran couldn’t build a same front against Israel. In this geopolitical order,
regional actors, especially Iran and Saudi Arabia, concluded that containing and controlling the
confrontation could be a more desirable alternative to containment through escalation of
confrontation and crisis. Turkey and Egypt, which have fewer security concerns than other
regional powers in the current situation, will support the preservation of the geopolitical system
that is formed based on control of the tripartite confrontation, because the situation of neither
war nor peace in this system gives them a suitable opportunity to enhance their economic and
political position in the region. In this system, these two countries can simultaneously expand
economic and political relations with the three main axes of the regional system (Iran, Saudi
Arabia, and Israel). Certainly, the continuation of this situation can greatly improve their
relative position compared to other regional powers.
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