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Dia’s relations with Russia in the post-Cold War period have been fraught with ambiguity
and uncertainty. After the collapse of the Soviet Union, there was ambiguity in India’s
foreign policy regarding the direction of Russian policy. The nature of global politics and
the structure of power equations posed a serious challenge to nation-states whether they
would move closer to the leader of the unipolar world or not. India was no exception.
India faced many difficulties and challenges in the early 1990s in finding alternative ways
to revive its collapsed economy and embrace globalization. Bilateral trade is relatively
low, but Russia is India’s largest arms supplier. Both countries have strong strategic
relations and military engagement. Moreover, Russia plays a significant role in India’s
civilian nuclear program. India-Russia relations are multidimensional and complex on
some issues. This article aims to critically examine the relational equations between New
Delhi and Moscow by asking three questions: Why does India continue its relations with
Russia? What are the areas of mutual relations between India and Russia? What role do
China and America factors play in India-Russia relations? The research method in this
study is descriptive-analytical. Given the nature of the subject under study, information
collection was based on the library method. The evolving geopolitical landscape,
especially the post-Ukrainian conflicts, requires India and Russia to adapt their strategies

and at the same time strengthen their partnership to channel external pressures.

Cite this article: Geravand, P., Barzegar, GH. (2024-2025). Analyzing the sustainability of india-russia bilateral relations
from 1991 to 2023. New Geopolitics Research, 1 (2), 47-61.

© The Author(s).

Publisher: Lorestan University.

@ ® @ DOI: https://doi.org/10.22034/nrpg.1.2.3


https://doi.org/10.22034/nrpg.1.2.3
https://orcid.org/0009-0007-7269-0388

New Geopolitics Research, Volume 1, Issue 2, 2024-2025 48

Introduction
India-Russia relations from 1991 to 2023 demonstrate remarkable stability, rooted in strategic,

defense, and energy cooperation. Despite major shifts in the international system, such as the
collapse of the Soviet Union, the rise of China, and changes in the global order, these relations
have maintained their resilience. The defense and military-technical cooperation, as a
cornerstone of these relations, has played a key role in strengthening bilateral ties. The energy
sector, particularly oil, gas, and nuclear energy, as a crucial pillar of cooperation, has
significantly contributed to the relation’s stability. However, challenges such as India's
proximity to the West and international sanctions against Russia have occasionally created
tensions. Active diplomacy and the flexibility of both countries in managing disagreements and
preserving common interests have been key factors in the relationship's continuity. Cultural,
educational exchanges, and people-to-people contacts have also served as complementary
elements, strengthening bilateral bonds. Given the evolving geopolitical landscape, India and
Russia need to redefine their roles vis-a-vis each other and adapt to the new global realities. In
the future, strengthening economic and technological cooperation and managing potential
disagreements can further enhance the stability of these relations. Ultimately, India-Russia
relations represent a successful example of enduring cooperation between two global powers
with different yet complementary interests and values, potentially serving as a model for others.

Research Objectives
This research examines the key factors influencing the stability of India-Russia relations from

1991 to 2023, including strategic, defense, and energy cooperation. It analyzes the impact of
global and regional geopolitical developments on bilateral relations and how these changes have
been managed by both countries. It identifies the challenges and opportunities facing India-
Russia relations in the economic, political, and security spheres. It assesses the role of
diplomacy, cultural exchanges, and technological cooperation in strengthening the long-term
ties between the two countries. Finally, it offers recommendations for strengthening and
sustaining the stability of India-Russia relations in the future.

Methodology
This research employs a qualitative methodology with an analytical-descriptive approach to

examine India-Russia relations from 1991 to 2023. Data were collected and analyzed from
reliable sources such as official documents, government reports, academic articles, and media
sources. Content analysis was used to examine documents and texts related to bilateral relations
and identify patterns of stability. Interviews with experts and analysts in the field of
international relations were used to supplement the data. Finally, the findings were interpreted
and concluded using comparative analysis and logical reasoning.

Findings and discussions
The rapid decline of the Russian economy, coupled with competition from other developing
countries, and the unclear legal framework in Russia following the collapse of the Soviet Union,

all contributed to the decrease in India's share of trade with Russia. India and Russia have
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engaged in energy cooperation in various aspects. In 2015, a memorandum of understanding
was signed between the two countries regarding hydrocarbon exploration and production in
Russia. Significant agreements in the nuclear energy sector were finalized in 2014 and 2015.
India and Russia have a strong bond and cooperation in science and technology. Both India and
Russia suffer from persistent terrorist attacks. Several joint initiatives have been undertaken by
the two countries to combat international terrorism. India-Russia relations have significantly
evolved post-Cold War, characterized by both challenges and opportunities. Following the
collapse of the Soviet Union in 1991, India faced uncertainty in its foreign policy orientation,
particularly regarding its relationship with Russia. Pakistan has recently been a very complex
issue between India and Russia. Previously, there was strategic and diplomatic cooperation
between Russia and Pakistan. However, the increasing convergence between Islamabad and
Moscow since 2016 has caused confusion among Indian foreign policymakers. China is another
irritant in India-Russia relations. On many issues, Russia and China share the same viewpoint,
which India opposes. India's response to Russia's policy in Southwest Asia is very diplomatic.
Historically, political relations between India and Russia have been stable and cordial. The two
countries have enjoyed what analysts refer to as a "problem-free environment." Russia and India
take different approaches to the multipolar nature of BRICS. In fact, it was Russia that pushed
for India's entry into the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO). India gained full
membership in 2017. The SCO can be seen as a tool for achieving multipolarity, as it
strengthens relations with other major powers.

The implications and applications of analyzing the stability in India-Russia bilateral relations
from 1991 to 2023 include strengthened strategic cooperation in defense, energy, and advanced
technologies. This stable relation has provided India with access to advanced weaponry and
space technologies, while assisting Russia in strengthening its presence in Asia. Cooperation
on energy projects, such as pipelines and nuclear power plants, is another practical application
of'this relation. This stability has contributed to regional stability and a balance of power against
the Western influence. Furthermore, this cooperation provides a model for South-North

relations in the international system.

Research Limitations
The limitations of exploring the stability in India-Russia bilateral relations from 1991 to 2023

include the limited access to the classified documents and diplomatic archives, which may
affect the analysis. Furthermore, the dynamic changes in the domestic and foreign policies of
both countries can complicate data interpretation. Another limitation is the reliance on
secondary sources and existing analyses, which may be biased. In addition, the diversity of
cooperation areas (defense, energy, and technology) requires multidisciplinary expertise, which
can be challenging for researchers. Finally, the influence of external factors such as sanctions
and global competition can also limit the analysis.
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Suggestions for Future Research
Suggestion for further research involves: 1. Examining the impact of global geopolitical shifts,

such as China's rise and changes in the international order, on India-Russia relations from 1991
to 2023. 2. Analyzing the role of energy cooperation, particularly in oil, gas, and nuclear
energy, in strengthening the stability of bilateral relations. 3. Studying the impact of the
Western sanctions on Russia and India's response to these sanctions within the framework of
strategic and economic relations. 4. Assessing the role of defense and military technology
cooperation in maintaining the stability of relations and its impact on regional and global
security. 5. Investigating the role of cultural diplomacy, education, and people-to-people
exchanges in strengthening the long-term ties between the two countries.

Conclusions
India-Russia relations from 1991 to 2023 demonstrate considerable stability rooted in strategic,

defense, and energy cooperation. Despite geopolitical changes and international pressures, the
two countries have managed to maintain their shared interests in areas such as trade, technology,
and security. Energy cooperation, especially in oil and gas, has served as a cornerstone of
stability in bilateral relations. Challenges such as India's proximity to the West and sanctions
against Russia, while creating tensions, have not undermined the overall stability of the relation.
Ultimately, India-Russia relations represent a successful example of the enduring cooperation
between two global powers with different yet complementary interests and values.
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