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Sindh was one of the important regions in the north of India and it was in a special position
in terms of Islamic historical geography, which intended to determine the borders of Islam.
After the emergence of Islam and the beginning of the conquests in the Umayyad era, this
land was conquered by the Muslims and the religion of Islam penetrated it and a number
of Muslims settled there. From the political and military point of view, "Sand" region has
been studied a lot; however, the necessity and purpose of this research, which is
descriptive-analytical and its contents have been collected by the library method, is to
examine the historical geography of this region based on Istakhri’s point of view. In the
geographical works of the Balkh school, which was based on the importance of the
boundaries of Islamic lands, the "Sand" region, which was considered the last Islamic state
in the east of the Islamic world, was also noticed by Muslim geographers, including
Istakhri. The findings of this research prove that the border of Islam was in the far east in
the land of Sind, where a part of it was in the hands of Muslims, and it is well known in
his work that this is important, that is, the fact that many of its inhabitants are Muslims,
and that they have the pulpit and stand up for the Adina prayer and perform the

ceremonies. And Islamic rituals have been shown there.
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Introduction
Theoretical Basis and Statement of the Problem: The Sindh region, which was an important

region in the north of India in the fourth century AH, was the focus of Muslim conquerors
during the Islamic conquests, and after the conquest, Muslims settled in this land. To learn about
the location of this land, Muslim geographical texts, including Kitab al-Buldan (Book of the
Countries), Roads and Kingdoms, etc., are among the sources that can be considered a subset
of historical geography. By delving into these texts, one can learn about the historical geography
of Sindh. For example, these sources include "Roads and Kingdoms" by Abu Ishaq Ibrahim
Istakhri, an Iranian and Muslim geographer, which has been examined in this study.

Methodology
Research Method: This research, whose materials have been collected in a library format, has

been carried out based on Istakhri's views on "Sindh" and the discussion has been supplemented
with references from Muslim geographers, historians and researchers.

Research Questions and Objectives

This research, which took a descriptive-analytical approach, poses the following question: How
is the scope of Islam's influence in the "Sindh" region evaluated from the perspective of Muslim
historical geography, especially the Balkh school of geography, based on Istakhri's views on
his traditions and countries? After the spread of Islam to the east, the border of this world
religion reached the land of Indus, and cities in this region had Muslim pulpits and the people
of this region were Muslims. This matter was of interest to the geographers of the Balkh school,

such as Istakhri, whose goal was to determine the limits of Islamic borders.

Background of the research
Regarding the background of this research, it should be said that so far no research or study has

been conducted to examine and analyze the historical geography of the Sindh region from the
perspective of Muslim geographers, especially Istakhri. Although the Sindh region has been
considered militarily and how it was conquered by Muslims has been examined, the necessity
of this research is to examine the historical geography of Sindh from the perspective of

geographical sources of Muslim scholars.

The Results and Discussion

The Book of Roads and Kingdoms by Istakhri
He was the first Islamic geographer. His full name is Abu Ishaq Ibrahim ibn Muhammad,

originally from the people of Istakhri in Persia. But he lived in the Karkh neighborhood of Dar al-
Salam in Baghdad. He is among the authors of Islam in the science of geography and the
knowledge of roads and kingdoms, and the book he wrote in this noble art is at the heart of the
credibility and the standard of trust. Istakhri traveled from the shores of the Atlantic Ocean to India
in his journey and left behind two valuable works. He is considered the pioneer of Muslim

geographers. Among his works are "Roads and Kingdoms" and "Suwar al-Agalim (Seven
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Countries)" (Afshar, 1340, Introduction: 9; Etemad al-Saltanah, 1363: 163; Sadri-Afshar, 1345:
25; Tahami, 1386: 1/499). In fact, the oldest writers lived in the middle of the third century AH,
and the first group of books written by Muslims on the subject of geography is in the form of
treatises. Treatises are books that deal with roads, distances, and the distance of cities and
settlements. Treatises also discuss the cities located at the ends of these roads, and provide more
or less information about the history and characteristics of those cities (Lestrange, 1337: 13).
Istakhri divided the Islamic countries into 20 regions and described the geographical characteristics
and historical records of the countries of each region (Istakhri, 1340: 4). Istakhri made mention of
the inhabited places, their areas, and the seas that surrounded the Islamic world. He named many
lands and completed his work by describing these lands. He has explained his observations and
offered a brief but comprehensive explanation about some people or lands, while some of his
narrations have problems (Istakhri, 1340: 6 and 177-180 and 239; Sepehri, 1384: 337-336).

Historical Geography of the Indus Region in the Islamic Era
Today, historical geography (La geographie historique) has made its place in the scientific field

as a scientific trend. While there are researchers who consider it a sub-discipline of geography,
some researchers consider this trend a sub-discipline of history, some consider this scientific
trend independent of geography and history, and a number of researchers consider it a link
between the sciences of geography and history. Muslim geographical works such as Kitab-al
Buldan (Book of the Countries), Roads and Kingdoms, etc., are among the works and sources
that can be considered in the field of historical geography (Sepahvand and Jahanmir, 2016: 28),
because these sources refer to both historical and geographical issues. Historical geography is
one of the most important scientific fields of the study and analysis of political, social, cultural,
and economic structures (Bastani-Rad, 2010: 25). As Ghaem-Magami points out: “Historical
geography is a special branch of geography that discusses the developments of the earth’s
surface due to the passage of time and human interventions...” (Ghaem-Maqami, 2012: 17). As
the Balkh school of geography only reports Islamic lands and considers each region a separate
province (Qarchanloo, 2006: 1/26), Istakhri was one of the Iranian Muslim geographers of this
school who, in his work, "Roads and Kingdoms", paid attention to the land of Sindh as an
Islamic state and evaluated its cities, people, religion, etc. from the perspective of Islam and
relations with the infidels and their boundaries. Also, he dedicated a chapter of his work to this
region, which was part of the Islamic realm during his time. In the vast land of India, which had
been previously influenced by Iran, this time too, the areas under the Islamic domination in this
ancient land were open to the crystallization of the Iranian-Islamic heritage (Tavasli, 1377,
Introduction: Forty-nine).

Conclusions
The Sindh region was one of the important regions in the north of India in a special position in

historical geography, which deals with the manifestations of civilizational, geographical,
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historical, political and economic influences, etc. After the emergence of Islam and the
beginning of the conquests in the Umayyad era, this land was conquered by Muslims, Islam
penetrated into this land, and many Muslims settled in this region. Among the works that dealt
with the geography of Islamic regions in the early Islamic centuries, we can refer to "The Book
of Roads and Kingdoms" by Abu Ishaq al-Istakhri, who is one of the pioneers of geography
among Muslims and Muslim Iranians. Regarding the "Sindh" region, he deals with the location
of the cities and rivers located there, and today, by examining and pondering this work, we can
recognize many regions that have existed during the Istakhri period in the fourth century AH.
In this study, the contents used in Istakhri's book "Roads and Kingdoms" were completed and
confirmed using other geographical works written before and after this work. In general, the
aim of this scholar in mentioning "Sindh" in his work was to show the promotion of the
geographical, historical and in general the historical geography of this great region, which
shows the importance of the Islamic regions, the settlement of Muslims, and the formation of a
government in this region and its subordination to Baghdad as the center of the Islamic world
considered as a special place. At the time of writing Istakhri's work entitled: "Roads and
Kingdoms", the political and religious situation of Muslims in the north of India, the way they
lived, their relations in the cities of the "Sindh" region, and of course their coexistence with
infidels and idolaters were important historical and geographical topics and historical
geography in general. Muslims settled in many cities of the Sindh region and had mosques,
pulpits, etc., and this was a sign of the influence of Islam in the land of India, which showed
their power, prestige and presence in this region as a place very far from the original land of
Muslims.
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