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One of the most important areas that has been structurally the center of influence of the
superpowers as claimants is the Middle East, where the actions movements arising from
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influence of ISIS, but this group cannot maintain its survival in the long run due to the
geopolitical factors. On the other hand, it is necessary to understand the organized

activities of this group because the presence of ISIS in the West Asian region and in the

ywords ighboring territories of Tran, despite th i £ ional

Geopolitics, neighboring territories of Iran, despite the unsparing support of some trans -regiona

Middle East, powers as one of the most important events is highly significant. ISIS is trying to establish

IFShIS’ its ideological government in the Middle East through the expansion of its political actions
reat

due to the geopolitical effects. This terrorist group, with its monopoly and ideological
measures to combat the national identity of society, polarizes and disrupts security. It is
important to note that in the Middle East, each crisis can force the countries of the region
and the international system to react. Thus, this study, using an analytical method,
revolves around the following question: What are the most important geopolitical factors
of ISIS in the Middle East. The hypothesis formulated to answer this question is that these
influential geopolitical factors have provided the basis for the establishment, influence
and restriction of ISIS in the Middle East.

Cite this article: Sadeghi A. (2024-2025). Geopolitical factors influencing and limiting ISIS's influence in the Middle East.
New Geopolitics Research, 1 (2), 181-196.

© The Author(s). Publisher: Lorestan University.

@ @ @ DOI: https://doi.org/10.22034/nrpg.1.2.10



https://doi.org/10.22034/nrpg.1.2.10
https://orcid.org/0009-0006-6420-0994

New Geopolitics Research, Volume 1, Issue 2, 2024-2025 182

Introduction
ISIS is a group that is the result of the interests of some countries in the region, geopolitical

conflicts, extremist thinking as well as the idea of making trans-regional countries powerful.
Thus, the purpose of this study is to show what geopolitical elements affect the influence and
restriction of ISIS in the Middle East region. Identifying these factors can prevent the actions
of ISIS, which is a serious threat to the region. Accordingly, the question is raised as follows:
What are the most important geopolitical factors of ISIS in the Middle East? The hypothesis
formulated to answer this question is that that these influential geopolitical factors have
provided the basis for the establishment, influence and restriction of ISIS in the Middle East.

Methodology
This research following an applied purpose is an analytical descriptive study regarding its

method. Information was gathered based on the principles of exploratory theory by library and
documentary methods. Information was summarized by referring to scientific articles and note-
taking process.

Findings and discussions
The most important geopolitical factors in the Middle East with regard to the ability and

influence of ISIS in the Middle East entail the existing geocultural support in the region, the
illegitimacy in specific areas, the use of cuberspace and media, the organization and leadership
of ISIS, and the role of the US and its regional allies in the emergence and spread of the sphere
of influence of ISIS in the region. From among the most important geopolitical factors, which
have an impact on restricting the activities of ISIS, we can refer to the geopolitical position of
Iran and Saudi Arabia, the role and political position of Iraqi Shiites in the process of
convergence with Iran, the geopolitical position of Syria and its role in restricting ISIS in
cooperation with the Islamic Republic of Iran, and the geopolitics of the world system and its

role in restricting ISIS.

Conclusions
The Takfiri group of ISIS is one of the latest challenges for the Middle East and International

region's security. The actions of these Takfiri groups directly affect the security of the Middle
East since these groups are able to quickly infiltrate into the Middle East countries such as Syria
and Iraq, and control the large areas of these countries. This has led Shiite governments to
collapse in Iraq and Syria. As a result, the regional countries sought to counter Takfiri groups
taking action such as intelligence and military readiness on joint borders with Iraq, military
cooperation with the Iraqi government to repel these Takfiri groups, the increase in intelligence
cooperation with Turkey, Iraq and Syria in the Kurdish areas, the increase in security and
intelligence care across their countries and the preparation of a plan to face the absence of
military and security services to defeat these Takfiri groups and force them to leave their
borders. Howerver, attempts should be made to establish stronger security, and more
appropriate actions should be taken because the end of ISIS is not the end of Takfiri terrorism,
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and this way of thinking is not eliminated since some regional and trans-regional actors benefit
from the terrorist atmosphere.
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