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Climate change in the Zayandeh-Rud water basin and consequently the water scarcity of
the Zayandeh-Rud in recent years has caused tension in the three provinces of Isfahan,

. . . Chaharmahal and Bakhtiari, and Khuzestan. The ethnically and locally focused views of
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Accepted: 01 March 2025 increased the risk of the water crisis. Therefore, it is necessary to conduct serious research

on the social and political dimensions of the Zayandeh-Rud water crisis. This research
was conducted using a descriptive-analytical method, collecting information through

X i documentary-library research, using internet resources, and conducting interviews with
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provinces that are irrigated by its water. The research findings, in response to the question
of how the management of the Zayandeh-Rud water crisis has affected political and
security tensions in the three provinces of Isfahan, Chaharmahal and Bakhtiari, and
Khuzestan, show that not only has the Zayandeh-Rud water crisis not been managed, but
the decisions, policies, and actions taken to confront the water scarcity crisis of Zayandeh-
Rud have increased the risk in the three provinces of Isfahan, Chaharmahal and Bakhtiari,
and Khuzestan, laying the groundwork for political and security tensions in these areas.
Therefore, it is necessary for politicians, decision-makers, and policymakers to move
away from traditional and technical water resource management to reduce the risk of the

water crisis and adopt a participatory and comprehensive water management process.
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Introduction
In today's complex and interconnected world, society is involved in many political, social,

cultural and economic issues that affect the lives of individuals in society. In addition to the
above issues, one of the most important issues that the social environment is directly related to
is environmental issues. These types of issues cover many aspects of human life and have
resulted in many problems in various fields. However, since the ways issues are managed in
different parts of the world are different, in this case, the management of this issue has been
relatively successful in some places. However, in the third world and underdeveloped countries,
especially countries that are facing environmental challenges such as the water crisis, the
management system has not played an effective role so far and has not been able to solve the
problem and challenge.

In Iran, for academic and scientific circles and parts of the country's management system,
environmental discussions, especially water scarcity, have a special place and have been able
to be raised as an important issue in the country. In scientific literature, it is even known as the
water crisis. Since the issue of water as a rare element deals with interests, it is inevitably linked
to power and politics. Thus, the environment and water have always been political, and today,
more than ever, water has become a political issue in Iran. Accordingly, the issue of water is
mainly regarded a social issue rather than a technical issue. For this reason, like a complex
system, it has unpredictable behavior and to understand its complex nature, we need an
interdisciplinary mind, border activism, and in general, environmental sociological sciences,
one of the famous theories that can be used to explain the state of the environment in Iran. The
theory was put forward by Eric Beck (1944-2015), a German sociologist who explained his
theory in his book in German in 1986. This book was published in English in 1992 under the
title "Risk Society".

Environmental crises, such as the water scarcity crisis, put the existence of a society at risk
and bring the risk into the arms of society and political systems. Accordingly, although the risk
is always there, managers must reduce such risks. Thus, based on the theory proposed by Eric
Beck, it can be said that although Iran is a water-scarce country and is located on a dry belt,
many of the political and security tensions created between the three provinces of Isfahan,
Chaharmahal Bakhtiari and Khuzestan have been due to the lack of risk management and for
this reason the risk arising from the risk has increased. Therefore, it is necessary for managers
and decision-makers to put social water management on their agenda to reduce the risk resulting
from the water crisis.

Climate change in the Zayandeh Rud watershed and, consequently, water scarcity in the
Zayandeh Rud in recent years have involved the three provinces of Isfahan, Chaharmahal and
Bakhtiari, and Khuzestan in tension. The ethno-local perspective of managers and policymakers
in each of these provinces has not only prevented the consequences of the Zayandeh Rud crisis
from being reduced and the risk from being managed, but also has increased the risk of water
crisis. Accordingly, it is necessary to seriously study the social and political dimensions of the
Zayandeh Rud water crisis.
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Methodology
This research was conducted using a descriptive-analytical method and data collection

procedure in the form of documents and libraries, using internet resources, and also using
interviews with academic and executive elites to complete the data. The descriptive-analytical
research method is one of the most widely used methods in scientific research that describes
and analyzes various topics using existing information and data. This method allows researchers
to achieve more accurate and practical results by analyzing the collected data.

Findings and Discussion

In this regard, the present study seeks to explain the security and political consequences of the
Zayandeh Rud water shortage in the provinces that drink from its water. The research findings,
in response to the question addressing the impact of the management of the Zayandeh Rud
water crisis on political and security tensions in the three provinces of Isfahan, Chaharmahal
and Bakhtiari, and Khuzestan show that not only the Zayandeh Rud water crisis has not been
managed, but also the decisions, policies, and actions taken in dealing with the Zayandeh Rud
water shortage crisis have increased the risk in the three provinces of Isfahan, Chaharmahal and
Bakhtiari, and Khuzestan, and have created the basis for political and security tensions in these
areas. Therefore, in order to reduce the risk of water crisis, it is necessary for politicians,
decision-makers, and policymakers to abandon traditional and technical management of water
resources and put a participatory and comprehensive water management process on the agenda.
The research findings show that in many cases, ethnic and local perspectives on this issue,
which has become a serious political and security challenge in recent years due to climate
change, not only have not helped to solve this challenge, but also have caused a waste of social

and economic capital from national resources.

Conclusions
Since the phenomenon of water scarcity is not political at first glance, but it has many

political consequences for society, it is necessary for all relevant and influential provincial
officials to look at such issues by changing their management style and adopting nationalistic
approaches outside of local perspectives to provide conditions for a sustainable environmental
situation in all areas, especially water scarcity. In the model prepared by the authors in this
study, the phenomenon of water scarcity leads to political and security tensions as a result of
the lack of comprehensive water management. Since the issue of water, as one of the issues that
affects the survival, security, and well-being of society, there is a need to seriously discuss this
issue in Iran and carry out studies and operational plans to address the concerns of those
concerned about the environment and all those affected by these conditions.
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