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In geopolitical analyses and for the purpose of explaining power competition in various
fields, we face with three main components: the arena of competition or the playing field,

actors and policies or the rules of the game. Seas and oceans, as unique sources of power,
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Naval power 1401, covering a distance of 65,000 kilometers. This research, using a descriptive-
geopolitics, analytical method, seeks to examine and explain the geopolitical aspects of this major
Iran, maritime event. The research findings show that this mission has had positive effects for

360-degree authority,

strategic navy. the Islamic Republic of Iran, and in particular the Strategic Naval Force of the Islamic

Republic of Iran Army, both domestically and regionally and globally. The evaluation of
the knowledge, expertise, and capabilities of the Islamic Republic of Iran's Navy in a
trans-regional mission, the assessment of the equipment and infrastructure of the national
production of the Navy in extremely difficult maritime conditions, the first authoritative
presence in the areas of influence and geopolitical territories of global powers, the
implementation of the Navy's capacity in developing diplomacy and interacting with
countries along the way, and the appraisal of the feasibility of the presence of the Islamic
Republic of Iran's Navy in new maritime geopolitical territories (Antarctica, etc.) in the
near future are among the most important results of this mission that can be considered

from the perspective of geopolitical competition.
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Introduction

Oceans and seas have been considered vital sources of power for nations throughout history.
Over the past few centuries, all global hegemonic powers have been maritime powers. In the
current era, due to advancements in scientific and technological capabilities to exploit the geo-
economic, geo-strategic, and geopolitical potentials of the seas, their significance has not
diminished. Instead, control over the seas has become a critical arena of competition among
powers at regional and global levels.

The most recent developments in strategic regions of the world highlight the shift in the
geopolitical significance of the Asia-Pacific region to the Indo-Pacific, with the Indian Ocean
emerging as the new battleground for global powers such as China, the United States, Australia,
Japan, India, and others.

In recent years, the Strategic Naval Force of the Islamic Republic of Iran has sought to define
its sphere of influence and mission in offshore waters, undertaking several missions in this
regard. One of the most significant missions is the "360-Degree Authority Mission." This paper
aims to analyze and elaborate on the geopolitical dimensions of this significant naval event.

Method

This research adopts a descriptive-analytical approach. Data collection was conducted through
library resources, including books, articles, and credible reports. In 2022, as part of the "360-
Degree Authority Mission," the Strategic Naval Force of the Islamic Republic of Iran achieved
a historic milestone in Iranian maritime history by circumnavigating the globe, covering a
distance of 65,000 kilometers.The central question of this study is: What are the most significant
geopolitical implications of this mission for the Strategic Naval Force of the Islamic Republic
of Iran?

Results and Discussion
Geopolitics, as defined by many scholars, is the "science of power and power competition."
Geopolitical analyses often involve three key components: the arena of competition (the playing
field), the actors, and the policies or rules of the game. Seas and oceans, as unparalleled sources
of power, have historically been among the most critical arenas of geopolitical competition for
states. Since the 12th century, maritime presence and control over sea resources have been the
primary factors for hegemonic control in global geopolitical systems.

The study's findings indicate that this mission has yielded numerous positive outcomes for
the Islamic Republic of Iran and, specifically, for its Strategic Naval Force, both domestically
and internationally. These outcomes are further explicated below:

e Enhancing self-confidence and showcasing the knowledge, expertise, and capabilities
of Iran’s naval forces,

e Testing indigenous equipment and infrastructure under challenging maritime
conditions,

o Demonstrating the Navy's authority across global oceans,

e Assertively entering regions claimed by global powers,

o Countering and neutralizing the effects of sanctions imposed by global hegemonic
systems.

e Promoting maritime diplomacy and fostering relations with countries along the route.

e Manifesting Iran's soft power as a powerful nation advocating for global peace.

o Laying the groundwork for effective future presence in shared maritime territories, such
as the Antarctic region.
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Conclusions

The "360-Degree Authority Mission," with its 65,000-kilometer voyage and the presence of the
Strategic Naval Force of the Islamic Republic of Iran in global oceans, marks a historic turning
point in Iran's geopolitical maritime competition with other naval powers. Despite facing
numerous technological and logistical constraints, the Navy achieved this remarkable and
nationally proud milestone through its highly skilled, dedicated, and committed personnel.
While some experts argue that such actions might be premature and suggest that a complete
foundation of scientific and technological readiness should precede such operations, the study
contends that, given the rapid pace of global geopolitical developments—particularly in
maritime power competition—there is no room for delay. Despite potential risks and threats,
the Navy's mission is timely and aligned with the strategic priorities of the era. This trajectory
mirrors the path followed by other global naval powers, who started with modest capabilities
and gradually advanced their expertise, leadership, fleets, and technologies to achieve their
current maritime dominance.
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