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Introduction

Yemen is one of the primary centers of international and regional conflict and competition in
West Asia. Its turbulent conditions have not only affected domestic interactions within the
country but have also reshaped the regional and global order. Due to its unique geopolitical and
geostrategic position, Yemen has become a focal point for intervention by both regional and
extra-regional powers, effectively turning into a chessboard for powerful actors. This persistent
instability has rendered Yemen a country in perpetual crisis, a notion reinforced by its historical
trajectory—particularly since its independence from the Ottoman Empire in 1918. While
various factors have contributed to the emergence and continuation of Yemen’s crisis, the most
critical aspect in understanding its chronic instability lies in the role of geopolitical and
geostrategic elements in initiating, prolonging, and intensifying these disruptions. Despite
Yemen'’s lack of political and economic development, as well as its security challenges and
sectarian complexities, the country remains inherently significant in the international system
due to its unique geopolitical and geostrategic position. As a result, it has consistently drawn
the attention of both regional and global powers. This phenomenon is reminiscent of the Cold
War, where control over strategic locations such as Yemen provided states with opportunities
to enhance their power and geopolitical weight. Conversely, the absence of a well-defined
strategy in such critical areas diminishes a state's ability to compete with rivals, ultimately
undermining its position in the international system. This study aims to address the following
question: What geopolitical interests do the three major international powers—the United
States, China, and Russia—pursue in the Yemen crisis?

Method

The research methodology, in terms of the type of study, is descriptive-explanatory. In terms
of its objective, the study is developmental-applied. And in terms of its methodological
approach based on the data type, the present research is a qualitative study. Qualitative research
constitutes a significant portion of studies in the humanities, and a key concern in evaluating
such research is the extent to which reported findings reflect reality. Additionally, data
collection methods include library research, online sources, and document analysis, while the
data analysis approach involves interpretive understanding.

Results and Discussion

The research hypothesis posits that, despite various political and economic motivations, the
primary objectives of these great powers in Yemen are fundamentally driven by the country’s
geopolitical and geostrategic advantages. The findings indicate that the United States, seeking
to maintain its global influence and control over international maritime routes while countering
the strategies of its rivals, requires dominance over Yemen and the strategically vital Bab el-
Mandeb Strait. The People's Republic of China, whose strategic interests in West Asia revolve
around energy security and maritime freedom, views stability in Yemen as crucial for sustaining
its economic growth and advancing the broader Belt and Road Initiative. Similarly, Russia—
like other global powers, particularly its traditional rival, the United States—considers a
presence in international waterways and strategic locations, including the Bab el-Mandeb Strait,
essential for enhancing its geopolitical leverage and competing with its adversaries

Conclusions

The United States, beyond its political and economic interests, primarily focuses on Yemen’s
geopolitical advantages, particularly the Bab el-Mandeb Strait. To maintain its global
hegemony, the U.S. seeks control over strategic locations worldwide, allowing it to shape the
international order according to its interests. Additionally, Washington’s presence in Yemen,
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along with its allied partners, is crucial for monitoring the strategies of its global rivals, such as
China and Russia. Consequently, the U.S. aims to ensure that Yemen remains aligned with the
Arab-Western axis and does not drift away from its sphere of influence. Beyond the U.S., China
also has vested interests in Yemen. China’s broader approach to West Asia, and Yemen
specifically, necessitates the uninterrupted security of energy supplies and maritime trade
routes. Given Yemen'’s extensive coastline along the Gulf of Aden and the Red Sea, as well as
its control over the Bab el-Mandeb Strait and direct access to the Indian Ocean, the country
holds strategic importance for China’s grand initiative—the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), also
known as the New Silk Road. It would not be an exaggeration to state that a significant portion
of China’s success in implementing the BRI depends on developments in Yemen and the
security of its coastal regions. Thus, China’s optimal scenario involves resolving the Yemeni
crisis and fostering diplomatic engagement with key regional players, particularly Saudi Arabia.
Russia, another extra-regional actor involved in the Yemeni crisis, has pursued a strategic
policy of non-alignment, enabling it to maintain favorable relations with all parties engaged in
the conflict. This approach prevents Moscow from placing all its geopolitical stakes in a single
basket. As the successor to the Soviet Union, Russia retains a historical geopolitical affinity for
Yemen, which was once a close ally of the USSR. The ongoing crisis in Yemen has provided
Moscow with an opportunity to revive its historical ties and exert influence in the country’s
political landscape. Like other global powers, Russia views control over strategic locations—
particularly the Bab el-Mandeb Strait—as essential for enhancing its geopolitical weight and
competing with its rivals. Consequently, through diplomatic engagement and political
maneuvering, Russia has established a decisive presence in Yemen by maintaining relations
with all internal factions.
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