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The strategic Rivalry between the United States and China, which has taken a more
serious form since the beginning of the second decade of the new millennium, has made
the United States focus on the Pacific region. This American approach has caused the
Middle East to face multi-layered disorder and the long-term transition period has become
a prominent feature of the region. The approach taken by the United States of America to
mobilize resources to the east will aim to counter the plans of big communication lines
such as the Belt and Road initiative that passes through the Middle East. According to
these developments, questions are raised as follows: To what extent will the policy of the
United States and China in the Middle East undergo changes? And what effects will this
competition have on the region? In case of polarization between these two powers, what
opportunities and challenges will the countries of the region face, and what options will
the countries of the region face? The main hypothesis of this research is that the increase
in competition between China and the United States has caused the expansion of the
conflict and the mystery of security as well as the increased competition and multi-layered
strategic confusion in the region, and has increased tensions. The method used to conduct
this research is a qualitative method with a descriptive-analytical approach, and library

and internet sources were used to collect data.
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Introduction

The evolving geopolitical landscape in the Persian Gulf, characterized by the convergence of
deep-rooted regional rivalries and the changes in the external power dynamics, provides an
optimal context for the application of the Middle East Regional Security Complex theory. The
theory’s focus on the interdependence of regional security and the influence of external actors
makes it well-suited for a detailed analysis of current developments. This paper argues that this
paradigm shift fundamentally challenges US hegemony and potentially heralds a new era of
great power competition. Given these developments, questions arise as follows: To what extent
will US and Chinese policy in the Middle East change as a result of this competition? What
regional implications will this competition have? What opportunities and challenges will
regional states face in the event of polarization between these two powers, and what options
will regional states have? The main hypothesis of this research is that the increasing competition
between China and the United States has led to the expansion of the security conundrum, the
formation of strategic competition and confusion, the increase in alliances and coalitions, the
increased role of regional great powers, and the presence of other global actors in the the region,
and has increased tensions in the region. The consequences of this change go beyond bilateral
alignments, indicating a systematic review of the security architecture of the Persian Gulf and
requiring a complete reassessment of entrenched geopolitical paradigms. The aim of this
research is to shed light on the complex dynamics of this transformation to provide a detailed
and technically sound understanding of the evolving security complex in the Persian Gulf
region.

Method

The present research utilized a descriptive-analytical method, and information and materials
were collected using library resources. The use of the Internet and the libraries of universities
and organizations was the method to access information.

Results and Discussion

The expansion of China's influence has certain consequences for the countries of the region. It
is true that, unlike the United States, which uses liberalism to pressure countries, China
encourages countries to partner and cooperate by adopting the Westphalian principles of respect
for sovereignty, but it should not be overlooked that China has a communist ideology and is
hostile to neighboring regions and countries in East Asia on fundamental issues, especially since
its approach is completely opposite to countries such as Taiwan, Hong Kong, and even South
Korea. In addition, if the countries of the region allow Chinese technology to penetrate
unbridledly into the countries, this will have consequences, the most important of which is
China's information influence, which enables this country to have several levers of pressure
against the interests of these countries. And, for the regional security environment, the issue is
more complicated. In the United States' view, China is not a military power that can resolve
wars arising from the region's constant conflicts while ensuring regional security. And this has
led China to surprise the United States of America and drag the competition to the spheres of
influence of this country in the Middle East. And the countries of the region and China itself
know very well that if the competition between the United States of America and China
increases and enters the military phase, what dangerous consequences it will have for the
countries of the region.

The change in the current situation will also cause problems for China. Now, without
incurring security and military costs like the United States of America, China is increasing
investment projects in the region using the existing security and supplying the oil it needs from
the region. China, whose role in the international arena is becoming more and more colorful
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day by day, is in a similar situation with Russia in confronting the dominance of the United
States of America over regional shipping lines. And despite having a military base in Djibouti
and helping the flow of global trade through waterways, this country has not yet stood up to the
military dominance of the United States of America in the region. However, with its long-term
plans in the region, China intends to enhance its role in order to secure its trade with the
countries of the world and seeks to establish new military bases in the Arabian Sea, etc., which
means the realization of a cold war between the two sides. It is true that the countries of the
region used the escalation of this competition in their own interests. However, the outbreak of
a cold war reduces the opportunities for diplomatic activities of the countries of the region to
the lowest level, especially if tensions rise and the countries of the region are forced to abandon
neutrality and align themselves with one camp against the other. The entry of two sides into the
cold war in the region will mean fueling wars and continuing conflicts in the region. If the
competition in the region increases to this extent, China will find itself forced to take sides
between the parties to regional conflicts, and this is where the cold war will break out in the
real sense, especially if, among the warring parties, China takes one side and the United States
takes the other side. Meanwhile, countries allied with the United States that are forced to take
sides in the alignment of one power bear a greater burden because this alignment forces them
to choose between a security partnership with the United States or Chinese investment and
technology projects (Brown, 2017). On the other hand, American decision-makers find
themselves facing complex problems because they know that this global competition will
inevitably spill over into regional competition and that over time, the countries of the region
will be divided between Eastern and Western allies.

Conclusions

The countries in the region acknowledge the importance of relations with the United States and
formulate their foreign policies based on the amount of damage they may cause to this
relationship, because the United States is a strategic partner of countries of the region. The
countries of the region need its security umbrella and cannot consider themselves independent
of the United States of America at the strategic and security level. Moreover, China itself is
seriously dependent on the United States to ensure stability in the region and guarantee the
security of its interests. In contrast, China is also a trade and economic partner in the region that
cannot be ignored, so that no other power, not even the United States itself, can fill its place.
This evolving geopolitical landscape requires a comprehensive reconceptualization of alliances,
security guarantees, and economic interdependencies in the Persian Gulf sub-complex. The
success of this rapprochement depends on how Iran and the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia conduct
their relations in the next period, which requires sustained dialogue, demonstrable goodwill,
and a real commitment to sustainable cooperation.
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