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Improving the quality of urban life in the city of Isfahan is affected by various factors that
exist in the city space. Among these factors, geopolitical indicators in the city of Isfahan
have become the basis for the formation of many actors, each of which affects the city
space in some way with the leverage it has. Therefore, in order to enter into power
relations in the city space of Isfahan, actors need to have access to indicators of power
relations. Thus, the present study seeks to answer the question, addressing the role power
relations have played in the metropolis of Isfahan. In this regard, the question was raised
as follows: Which elements of power relations are more important in the studied area?
And which element, from among the elements of human factors, natural factors, artificial
factors, and combined factors is more important? The data was collected through
documentary sources and fieldwork. Documentary methods were used to extract
indicators of power relations and express research literature. Also, field methods were
used to collect data required to examine the indicators. The sampling method for the
sample population of specialists and experts was snowball and for the sample population
of urban managers, simple random sampling was used. The findings with Tukey's post
hoc test indicate that there was a significant difference among the indicators and measures
of power relations. In this regard, the indicators of centrality of organizations, institutions
and companies (artificial factors), the economic centrality index (combined factors),
active political-social participation of citizens (human factors) and the size and quality of

space (natural factors) are of the greatest importance.
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Introduction

Today, Isfahan metropolis, as the second or third largest metropolis in Iran, has many actors
that enjoy a high level of importance and position in the power flow in this metropolis.
Therefore, the more these actors gain access to geopolitical acceleration, the more they play a
role in scales (local, national, regional and global). And in the meantime, understanding the
geopolitical factors of power relations in Isfahan metropolis is very important, because
understanding these factors, to a significant extent, helps scholars who study Isfahan metropolis
from the perspective of urban geopolitics have an acceptable and realistic future-oriented
attitude towards power relations between actors in Isfahan metropolis. Therefore, the higher the
power relations in Isfahan metropolis are, the more special the geopolitical importance of this
metropolis will be in the future of these relations. The more realistic the geopoliticians'
understanding and understanding of the actors' goals, the more precise and practical the
proposed strategies will be. Based on the above-mentioned argument, the question of the
present study is: Which elements of power relations in the Isfahan metropolis are more
important?

Method

The research method is descriptive and analytical based on the applied purpose and type. Using
the descriptive-analytical method, the existing relationships between the research variables
(natural, human, combined and artificial parameters) have been described and interpreted, and
the current status of the research variables in the region has been studied. Also, using this
method, attention has been paid to the valuation of the research variables.

Results and Discussion

The composite dimension with a load of 0.588 is the most effective dimension. In addition to
its direct effect on the situation, this dimension plays an important role by influencing the
situation of the dimensions of human factors and artificial factors indirectly. This emphasizes
the importance of the dimension of the composite factors in power relations.

Conclusions

The goals of the actors (local, national, transnational) in the future of power relations in the
Isfahan metropolis are to have control over all urban spaces and resources available in this city,
so that they can make the most of these resources and capacities to achieve their own interests.
Among the geopolitical actors, there are actors that will shape the future of power relations in
the Isfahan metropolis in their own favor and will be most influential if they can bring more
actors into agreement with their interests and goals so that they can use the capacities of other
geopolitical actors in the power relations formed in the Isfahan metropolis. Therefore, the
present study has identified and discussed the importance of the indicators of power relations
in the Isfahan metropolis. Also, the results of the study with Tukey's post hoc test indicate that
there is a significant difference between the elements and measures of power relations, and in
this regard, the indicators of composite factors with 9 measures, the most important of which is
(economic centrality), artificial factors with 10 measures, the most important of which involves
(centrality of organizations, institutions and companies), human factors with 7 measures, the
most important of which is (active political-social participation of citizens), and natural factors
with 7 measures, the most important of which is the use of (space size and quality), are more
important. These findings are in line with the results of the study by Cajot et al. (2015).
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