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This research traces the political and geographical history of the Green Line during its
different stages of development. This research analyzes the strange marking of this line
and the way this border has affected the local people and has led to the economic and
social displacement of thousands of people. In fact, using descriptive and analytical
method, the present article examines the political importance of this line before and after
the six-day war of June 1967 based on the analysis of library sources and explores the
administrative and legal status of this line viewing the issue from both internal (Israeli and
Palestinian) and external (international community) perspectives. Therefore, the present
research investigates the importance of this line in determining the routing of the built
wall/obstacle/fence/barrier/security as well as the importance of the deviations created
between these two lines in the daily life of thousands of people who are spatial hostages
caught between these two lines. The results of the research show that before the 1930s,
there was no talk of partition within the Palestinian territories in the west of the Jordan
River. The de facto partition of 1949 as a result of the creation of Israel, the subsequent
conflict, and cease-fire agreements took place in less than sixty years. During those sixty
years, the Green Line was a sealed border for nineteen years. Since then, it has been an

administrative barrier in the area controlled and occupied by Israel.
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Introduction

The Green Line, demarcated in 1949 following armistice agreements between Israel and Arab
states, was initially established as a temporary boundary. However, after the Six-Day War in
1967 and Israel’s occupation of the West Bank, this line assumed a more complex function.
United Nations Security Council Resolution 242 called for Israel’s withdrawal from the
occupied territories, but Israel, citing security and historical considerations, gradually pursued
a policy of settlement expansion and demographic alteration in the West Bank. Since 1996,
Israel had been exploring measures to prevent Palestinian militants from infiltrating from the
West Bank region. Following an escalation in Palestinian suicide attacks, Israel decided in 2004
to construct a network of walls and barriers in the West Bank, referred to as the "Separation
Barrier." In some sections, the barrier deviates up to 7.5 kilometers from the Green Line to
incorporate Israeli settlements while encircling Palestinian refugee camps. The "Green Line"
symbolizes the separation boundary between Israel and the West Bank, representing one of the
world’s most protracted and bloody ongoing conflicts. This border is peculiar in every sense—
a demarcation that, even decades after its establishment, remains little more than a ceasefire
line. It is neither recognized by any international treaty nor, until recently, marked by physical
barriers. Imposed in 1949 following Israel’s establishment and subsequent wars (the 1948 War
of Independence and the 1967 Six-Day War), this boundary was erased from official Israeli
maps and declared "dead," even as it continued to function as a political and administrative
divide between Israelis and Palestinian Arabs. Recently, the Green Line has become a subject
of controversy due to Israel’s security barrier, which in some areas runs along the line but in
other areas deviates deep into the West Bank, effectively annexing occupied territories.

Method

The political and geographical developments of the Green Line—established as a provisional
boundary after the 1948 Arab-Israecli War—have long been a major source of tension in the
Middle East. This study examines the historical trajectory, territorial changes, and geopolitical
implications of the Green Line in Israel-West Bank relations. Using a descriptive-analytical
approach and relying on archival sources, the paper assesses the political significance of this
line before and after the June 1967 Six-Day War, analyzing its administrative and legal status
from both domestic (Israeli and Palestinian) and international perspectives. The study also
investigates how the Green Line has influenced the routing of Israel’s separation barrier and
the consequences of its deviations for thousands of Palestinians trapped in a "spatial captivity"
between the two lines.

Results and Discussion

Israel’s policies in the West Bank—including the construction of the separation barrier (2002),
de facto annexation of parts of the territory, and expansion of Jewish settlements—have faced
consistent opposition from the international community and human rights organizations. The
International Court of Justice (2004) ruled the barrier a violation of international law, yet Israel
continued its construction. Meanwhile, various peace initiatives have failed to deliver a lasting
solution for the West Bank’s final status. The West Bank’s human and political geography has
undergone drastic changes in recent decades. The growing settler population, the division of
the West Bank into Areas A, B, and C under the Oslo Accords, and severe restrictions on
Palestinian movement have created a new reality, severely undermining prospects for a
contiguous, independent Palestinian state.

Conclusions

The Green Line is not merely a geographical boundary but a political-security fault line shaping
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regional stability. Israel’s military presence, recurring Palestinian resistance operations, and the
involvement of extra-regional actors like the U.S. and EU have compounded the conflict’s
complexities. Current trends suggest that the Green Line is gradually fading from the region’s
territorial reality, as Israel’s de facto annexation policies, coupled with the Palestinian
Authority’s weakness and internal Palestinian divisions, obscure the West Bank’s future.
However, Palestinian popular resistance and international pressure on Israel may hinder the full
realization of its annexation agenda. The Green Line’s evolution reflects not just a territorial
division but a clash of competing narratives over sovereignty and national identity. Lasting
stability will remain elusive until Palestinian rights are recognized and a just solution is
achieved.
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