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The Ukraine crisis due to Russia's invasion of this country is one of the most important
crises in Europe after World War 11, which has become a place of conflict between major
and regional powers. Turkey's attempt to play a role as a problem solver in the Ukraine
crisis and maintain relations with Russia stems fromTurkey's conservative strategy in this
war. This approach has created strategic ambiguity and has been interpreted as distancing
Ankara from its western allies. Since Turkey has realized that the escalation of the war
will complicate its relationship with NATO, it is trying to capitalize on its good relations
with Ukraine and Russia, and play the role of a mediator. This research, using a qualitative
method based on descriptive analysis and from the perspective of the balance of power,
seeks to answer the following question: Which variables formed Turkey’s policy towards
war and in relation to Russia? The hypothesis of the research is that Turkey's policy
towards the Ukraine crisis is a balanced and interest-oriented policy based on internal
variables (Justice and Development Party, strategic culture, nationalism, eastern identity,
and western values) and external variables (membership in NATO, European Union,
relations with the United States, and different geopolitics). And based on this argument,
Turkey, while playing the role of a mediator between the two sides of the conflict, puts
military-security support to Ukraine due to its membership in NATO, extensive relations

with Russia, and non-sanctions of this country on the agenda.
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Introduction

The Ukraine war, which began with Russia's invasion of Ukraine in February 2022, is
considered a major turning point in the international system, with some calling it the "beginning
of'anew Cold War" and others calling it a "possible prelude to World War II1." These important
approaches and readings indicate the importance of this war. Turkey's attempt to play a role as
a problem solver in the Ukraine crisis and maintain ties with Russia stems from Turkey's
conservative strategy in this war. In addition, Turkey's recent political position has secured an
additional political advantage as a bridge between the West and Russia, as it is the only
unavoidable political actor that can maintain diplomatic talks with all parties involved in the
conflict. It is true that Turkey has changed its role in this war as a mediator, but it also pursues
its national interests. For this reason, Turkey joined Western allies in supporting sanctions and
closed the straits to Russian ships. While having regular talks with Putin, the country sold
military equipment such as game-changing drones to Ukraine and supported Ukraine’s
territorial integrity and sovereignty. In this study, after presenting a theoretical framework and
analyzing the Russia-Ukraine war according to the balance of power theory, the researchers
elaborate on Turkey-Russia relations, Turkey-Ukraine relations, and Turkey’s role in the
Ukraine war.

Method

The present study has collected information through library, documentary, and internet sources.
The research method is descriptive-analytical in terms of research type. Based on the type of
the objective, the study is applied-developmental, and in terms of research methodology, the
rsearch design is qualitative.

Results and Discussion

Turkey’s policy towards the Ukraine crisis is influenced by several factors, including its
strategic interests, national security, economic relations and geopolitical position. Turkey has
always supported Ukraine’s sovereignty over its territory and has considered such actions as a
violation of international law in the face of actions such as Russia’s annexation of Crimea.
Turkey has publicly defended Ukraine’s independence and territorial integrity during the
Ukraine crisis. While Turkey’s relations with Russia are important in areas such as energy and
trade, Turkey has pursued a balanced policy and has been able to maintain its relations with
both sides.

The Ukraine crisis has provided Turkey with an opportunity to increase its role in
international politics and strengthen its position in NATO and the European Union. On the other
hand, Turkey is in a position to exploit the Ukraine crisis to its advantage. While Turkey
manages its close relations with Russia and the West, it can play a key role as a mediator in
negotiations between Russia and Ukraine or other major powers.

The findings of the study show that Turkey’s policy towards the Ukrainian crisis and
relations with Russia presents numerous challenges in maintaining a balance between national
interests, economic and security relations, and international responsibilities. Turkey is trying to
maintain its relations with Russia in the economic and energy fields while supporting the
territorial integrity of Ukraine, and at the same time, to be recognized as an independent actor
in the global politics. Given the changes in the global and regional situation, Turkey’s foreign
policy towards this crisis may undergo new changes and developments in the future.

Conclusions

Turkey has adopted a cautious stance in the face of Russia’s invasion of Ukraine in 2022, in
line with its strategy of buffering the West and Russia, aiming to maintain positive relations
with both sides. Turkey maintained its strategic relations with its largest economic partner in
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2020, and Russia seeks to maximize relations with Turkey. On the other hand, the historical
rivalry of the Ottoman Empire, of which modern Turkey is the heir, affects the relations
between the two countries, and Turkey has neither recognized the annexation of Crimea nor the
declaration of independence of the eastern regions of Ukraine. In fact, Turkey assesses the
Ukrainian crisis as a crisis in line with its interests. While Turkey wants Ukraine to win, it wants
this to happen without Russia backing down. Turkey wants to achieve all its demands without
jeopardizing Ankara’s close ties with Moscow or disrupting Turkey’s trade opportunities with

Europe.
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