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Introduction

Security is a fundamental aspect of any social system and is a necessary prerequisite for the
political and social life of states. Security is a prerequisite for any development in various
political, economic, cultural and scientific fields, and all countries work towards achieving this
ideal. Security is a concept that encompasses all aspects and dimensions of human life and
guarantees a certain level of life and survival. The quality of the living environment is one of
the most important indicators for improving the quality of life and well-being of rural
communities. In Iran, there are many problems in providing security and livelihood and
economic expenses in villages, especially border villages, due to their distance from provincial
centers and access to roads, etc. And in the border areas of the southeast and northwest, these
problems are greater due to the type of border rural centers. The border villages of the studied
area (Azgoleh) have always been attacked and assaulted by enemies, including the Iraqi Baath
Army and counter-revolutionary and Takfiri groups, including PJAK, PKK, Komala,
Democrat, Pak, Khabat, and Daesh, which should receive more attention from planners and
policymakers in the country.

Methodology

The present study was of an applied type and utilized a descriptive-analytical method.
Documentary and field methods were used to collect information. In the documentary research
method, the research literature was examined and the indicators were determined. In the field
method, the questionnaire tool was used. The statistical population of this study involved the
households of 28 villages in Ezgeleh district, which has a population of 1809 people in the form
of' 421 households. In the present study, the sampling method was simple random sampling and
the sample size was estimated to be 201 samples using the Cochran formula. And the sample
distribution method in the studied villages was proportional to the number of households.
Furthermore, the distribution of the questionnaire was carried out using systematic random
sampling.

Result and discussion

To examine the quality of living environment in the security of border villages of Azgoleh, a
single-sample t-test was used. Calculations show that in the two indicators of people and social
relations, and the security and tranquility, the obtained average value was above the average,
while in other indicators the average value was below the average. The significance level
showed that except for the residential unit space index, where the alpha value was higher than
0.5, the significance level was lower than 0.5 and was regarded reliable in other indicators.
According to the t-statistic value, it can be seen that the indicators related to the index of
enjoyment and access to services and facilities are in a more unfavorable situation compared to
other indicators. In general, considering the overall observed average (178.13), the average
(183) and the calculated significance level of less than 0.5, the quality of the residential
environment in the studied area was below the average level. In this regard, examining the
residential status of the studied villages based on the one-way analysis of variance (ANOVA)
test showed that there was a statistically significant difference between the villages.

Conclusion

Border rural areas, on the one hand, experience many differences from other villages due to
their location. On the other hand, these areas are involved in more problems and issues
compared to other villages. This situation shows that the dimensions and structures of these
areas should be given deeper consideration. Among these dimensions and structures is the
structure that constitutes and affects the quality of the living environment, because people spend
most of their time there. In the present study, the quality of the living environment was
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examined and analyzed with regard to six indicators, including enjoyment and access to services
and facilities, social relations, security and tranquility, physical structure and architecture,
residential unit space, and environmental health in the border villages of EzgEleh in Salas
Babajani County. The results showed that only in two indicators of social relations, and security
and tranquility, the situation is favorable and higher than average, and in general, the border
rural areas of Azgoleh are lower than average in terms of living environment quality indicators.
These results are consistent with the findings of other studies (Alizadeh, 2013; Dehghani, 2019;
Ghadermarzi et al., 2013). In this regard, the results, classified by major indicators, showed
that, apart from the two indicators of social relations and security and tranquility (indicators
whose favorable situation in the village was mainly spontaneous), in other indicators, villagers
felt dissatisfied and the quality was lower than average. The most unfavorable situation is
related to the index of enjoyment and access to services and facilities, which can be
acknowledged. Unfortunately, due to the remoteness of the villages from the city center, on the
one hand, the development of services in border villages was not much of a concern for
planners, and on the other hand, due to the dominance of fragmented and one-dimensional
thinking in the planning process, little attention was given to the establishment of facilities and
services in border villages, and the villages are not in a good condition in terms of having
services. Therefore, it should be noted that referring to cities to provide the required services
increases the cost of rural communities.
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