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The political organization of space is one of the important issues in the domestic policy-
making of countries and includes the division of territory based on social, economic and
political factors in order to optimally manage resources and achieve sustainable
development. This process helps determine the boundaries and centrality of
administrative-political units and enables territorial management even in remote areas.
Research has shown that the principles of political organization of space have a significant
impact on increasing public satisfaction, facilitating access to services and creating equal
opportunities for citizens. In addition, inequality in development indicators in some
provinces, especially in the western provinces of Iran, is directly related to this
inappropriate organization and allocation of resources .The geographical features and
ethno-cultural diversity in these provinces, as well as security approaches that have
affected the country's division system, have complicated the political management of
space and created numerous challenges.Therefore, a detailed analysis of the political
management of space system and the provision of local solutions to reduce inequalities
and facilitate sustainable development in these areas are necessary. The present study
seeks to identify factors that should be considered in the political divisions of space in
order to lead to regional development and spatial justice, and thus strengthen the

conditions of security and national unity.
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Introduction

The political organization of space is undoubtedly one of the most sensitive and important
issues in the domestic policy-making of countries, although it may not be the most important
task of modern governments (Mousavi & Others, 2011). This process includes the division of
a territorial area based on homogeneous social, environmental, economic, political and
administrative factors and boundaries, which is carried out with the aim of optimal
administration and management of the territory and rational exploitation of resources in order
to achieve sustainable development (Ahmadipour & Other, 2018). The political organization of
space plays a pivotal role in determining the borders, centrality and proximity of administrative-
political units and, through country divisions, provides the possibility of territorial management
even in the most remote parts of the country (Kavandi & Hafezinia, 2026). In order to
territorialize and better manage its affairs, every government carries out the political
organization of space based on factors such as geography, politics, economy and culture. The
goal of this organization is to create structural and functional coordination to ensure security
and sustainable development (Gholami et al., 2015). The organization of space is one of the
determining dimensions of human societies and is regarded as a reflection of social events and
a place where social connections are manifested. Therefore, analyzing the interaction between
space and society is essential in understanding social injustices and how to regulate planning
policies to reduce or resolve them (Dufaux et al., 2009). Ghaderi Hajat et al. (2022) showed in
a study that the main principles and criteria of political organization of space have an impact
on issues such as increasing satisfaction, ease of access to services, and creating equal
opportunities for citizens, and ultimately development and security. In his study, Lotfi (2016)
concluded that the inequalities in development indicators in the three provinces of Greater
Khorasan are related to the organization of political space and the allocation of resources
resulting from it. In another study, it was revealed that the political management of integrated
space on Kish Island has led to faster growth and economic development compared to Qeshm.
The issue of the impact of political space management on regional development, especially in
specific regions such as the western provinces of Iran, is accompanied by numerous challenges.
The geographical features, ethno-cultural diversity, and strategic importance of these regions
have made the political space management in these regions complex and sensitive. Studies have
shown that the country division system in some regions of Iran, including the western provinces,
has often been based on military-security considerations (Etaat & Nikzad, 2016; Gholami et al.,
2015). For example, studies on the southern coast of Iran have shown that the country division
system of these regions is not consistent with regional development and the shift from
geostrategic to geoeconomic discourse and has been influenced by security approaches (Etaat
& Nikzad, 2016). In most provinces of Iran, especially the western provinces of Iran, regional
inequalities, unbalanced distribution of facilities, and social tensions have created major
challenges for the political organization of space. Accordingly, it is necessary to identify
existing weaknesses by scientifically and carefully examining the political management system
of space in the provinces of the country and provide solutions that are appropriate to the local
characteristics of these regions. These solutions should be designed with the aim of creating
structural coordination, eliminating inequalities, and facilitating sustainable development so
that the political management of space in these regions can be improved and national security
and unity can be strengthened. Therefore, the present study seeks to answer the following
question: What factors should be considered in the political divisions of space that will lead to
regional development and spatial and territorial justice?

Method
This research study is descriptive-analytical in terms of method, and it is considered applied
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and exploratory in terms of purpose because it examines the factors through which the political
organization of space affects regional development, that is, the factors that should be considered
in the political divisions of space to lead to regional development and spatial and territorial
justice. The research method is the meta-synthesis method. In this method, factors affecting
regional development were identified by combining different qualitative research studies in the
field of political divisions of space and political-administrative divisions. In this research, the
seven-stage meta-synthesis method was used.

Conclusions

Effective political divisions play a vital role in regional development, improving governance,
and promoting public welfare. Based on the analysis of the influencing factors, it was
determined that divisions should be regulated based on legal, social, economic, geographical,
and security indicators to ensure a balanced distribution of resources, services, and
infrastructure while maintaining national integrity. Considering criteria such as social
homogeneity, natural features, strategic location, security needs, and economic structures can
lead to the formation of divisions that are not only efficient but also responsive to local and
national challenges. Also, changing the approach from a geostrategic to a geoeconomic
perspective in political divisions can lead to strengthening economic growth poles, reducing
inequalities and creating new opportunities. On the other hand, designing divisional boundaries
based on accessibility, centrality, and ethno-cultural ties can contribute to social cohesion and
the increase in the sense of place among the residents of each region. Ultimately, a desirable
political division system must not only be based on scientific and managerial principles, but
also prevent the informal influence of power groups on major decisions and move towards the
sustainable and balanced development of the country.
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