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The collapse of the Soviet Union in the 1990s marked a turning point in both international
and regional developments. One of the key outcomes of this collapse was the emergence
of newly independent states in Central Asia and the Caucasus. Among them, the Republic
of Armenia—strategically located in the South Caucasus and sharing a border with the
Islamic Republic of Iran—has acquired a special status in Iran’s foreign policy equations.
The competition among powers such as the United States, Turkey, and the Zionist regime
to gain influence in Armenia has further intensified the country’s geopolitical

significance.
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Introduction

Gorbachev’s reformist policies—Perestroika and Glasnost—not only failed to resolve the
Soviet Union’s chronic economic crisis but also opened up the political space, strengthening
opposition movements and ultimately leading to the collapse of the superpower in 1991.
Following its dissolution, fifteen independent republics emerged, including the three South
Caucasus countries: Armenia, Azerbaijan, and Georgia.

The Caucasus region has long been a battleground for major powers due to its geostrategic
significance and remains central to global geopolitical developments. Its importance stems not
only from its location but also from its complex ethnic, religious, and cultural makeup. The
region serves as a crossroads for Islam, Christianity, and Judaism, as well as for Turkish,
Russian, and Iranian cultures, and is home to over fifty ethnic and linguistic groups.

Given its shared borders with Armenia and Azerbaijan, the Islamic Republic of Iran views
the Caucasus through a lens of both security and opportunity. Despite religious differences, Iran
and Armenia have maintained relatively stable and cooperative relations since Armenia’s
independence, driven by mutual interests and shared security concerns. Iran has also
strengthened its ties with Armenia to balance regional dynamics, particularly in relation to
Azerbaijan.

This study aims to explore the reasons behind Armenia’s convergence with Iran and analyze
how these factors have influenced Iran’s regional strategy toward Armenia.

Method

In the 1970s, classical regionalism theories faced significant challenges, as empirical
developments no longer aligned with traditional models. The failure of non-European regions
to replicate the European integration model led to the emergence of a new discourse known as
“New Regionalism.” This approach redefined regionalism as a multidimensional process
involving political, economic, cultural, and security cooperation among states.

Unlike earlier models, New Regionalism is characterized by the simultaneous participation
of state and non-state actors, diverse objectives, hybrid top-down and bottom-up dynamics, and
a global scope. Within the theoretical framework proposed by Cantori and Spiegel, four key
indicators are used to assess regional convergence: cohesion (political, economic, and
institutional compatibility), communication (interpersonal, media, elite, infrastructure, and
tourism links), power level (capacity for policy coordination), and relationship structure
(ranging from conflict to alliance). The model also considers the influence of extra-regional
powers in shaping regional dynamics.

The primary goals of regional convergence include enhancing collective security,
accelerating economic development, and increasing political influence on the international
stage. Overall, New Regionalism represents an evolutionary phase in regional diplomacy,
offering a flexible and institutionalized framework for managing contemporary global
challenges.

Results and Discussion

The Islamic Republic of Iran views the South Caucasus not only as a neighboring periphery but
also as a strategic arena for advancing its geopolitical, economic, and security objectives.
Within this framework, Armenia—due to its geographic location, political stability, and
cooperative posture—has emerged as a key partner. Iran’s strategy toward Armenia is not
merely a response to Yerevan’s needs but a deliberate effort to strengthen its regional position,
counter the influence of Turkey, Azerbaijan, and NATO, and establish enduring ties in its
northwestern frontier.
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This strategy unfolds across four dimensions:

1. Economic: Enhancing energy and infrastructure cooperation to solidify Iran’s
geopolitical presence,

2. Political: Acting as a balancing force in Caucasus security dynamics and supporting
peace negotiations,

3. Environmental: Leveraging soft diplomacy through technical and ecological
collaboration,

4. Strategic: Elevating bilateral relations from tactical engagement to multidimensional
strategic partnership.

Ultimately, Iran employs the framework of New Regionalism to design a multi-layered
strategy toward Armenia, encompassing geopolitical, cultural, economic, and diplomatic
aspects. The analytical matrix presented in the text illustrates how Armenia’s convergence
drivers have prompted strategic Iranian responses, contributing to the realization of a modern
regional integration paradigm.

Conclusions

Over the past three decades, Iran—Armenia relations have been built on interaction,
convergence, and mutual interests across political, economic, security, and cultural domains.
These ties are not merely cultural or historical but represent a strategic response to Armenia’s
unique geopolitical situation, marked by persistent threats and regional isolation. Armenia
views Iran as a vital regional partner for preserving its security and sovereignty.

Conversely, Iran approaches Armenia from a strategic standpoint, leveraging the
relationship to balance regional dynamics and reduce border threats. Iran’s modern regionalism
strategy rests on three pillars: fostering regional balance through convergence, expanding
multilayered cooperation with neighboring countries—especially Armenia—and preventing
the growing influence of rival actors near its strategic borders.

Projects such as the gas pipeline, the Persian Gulf-Black Sea corridor, and scientific and
cultural collaborations are part of this strategy. This pragmatic and multidimensional
regionalism provides Iran with a platform to achieve strategic goals in the South Caucasus,
including border security, diversified connectivity routes, prevention of geopolitical isolation,
and enhanced regional strategic depth.
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