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Since 1648, when the Treaty of Westphalia was concluded in Germany and the
sovereignty of the countries was transferred from the kings to the people and the land,
until now we have witnessed extensive changes in the political map of the countries and
the expansion of the territorial geometry in the world. From Germany, which consisted of
355 autonomous units and later became a single country after the Cold War, to the
disintegration of the Ottoman Empire and the collapse of the Soviet Union, the contraction
and expansion of the world political map can be seen. After the Second World War and
the emergence of nationalism and religious fanaticism, many areas in the world and within
countries have called for being separated from the main land and becoming independent.
A recent example was the state of Catalonia in Spain, which was announced to the Spanish
government through a referendum, but due to the lack of support from the Spanish
government and other governments, especially European governments, this request of the
people of Catalonia did not come to the fore. This article, applying a descriptive-analytical
method, used library resources and internet sites to analyze the separatism of some regions
within the countries and the changes made in the political map of the world. The results
of the research show that the reasons for separatism within the countries include
ethnicism, the political and economic isolation of the separatist region, the rise of the elites
of the separatist region, and the involvement of regional and extra-regional powers in
arousing the public opinion of the separatist region.
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Introduction

People living in a land, despite their different characteristics, can peacefully govern a single
country together and continue their lives under a single government. As Darwin states, "It is
unacceptable to find a country where all its inhabitants are so well adapted to each other or to
the environment in which they live that no better is possible and no improvement is possible”.
It should be noted that in Europe, as a continent where democracy has been able to show a face
close to the true meaning of democracy, the idea of self-determination and the freedoms that
are derived from democracy are among the reasons that have led to the formation of separatism
on this continent. Along with the independence referendums in Scotland and Catalonia, the rise
in electoral support for regionalist parties in Belgium and Italy, and the recent separatist
tensions in Ukraine, the risk of regional instability for retaken seems to have taken a prominent
place on the European political agenda.

Method

This article, applying a descriptive-analytical method, used library resources and Internet sites
to analyze the reasons for the separatism of some regions within the countries of the European
continent and the changes made in the political map of the world.

Results and Discussion

In his article on spatial heterogeneity in Europe, Vanchonbeek discusses 264 regional instability
areas in 26 countries on the European continent. He also states that using historical data on
regional election results allows us to place the heterogeneity of European regional preferences
in a historical perspective. In this regards, we compile an index of regional differentiation in
Europe that measures the expected regional differentiation experienced by its residents at any
point in time. Specifically, it corresponds to the degree of population-weighted preference
heterogeneity that exists in our sample. Calculating this composite index based on the full
dataset shows that the heterogeneity of regional preferences increased significantly during the
19th century, indicating the increasing vulnerability of European countries to the destabilizing
effects of regionalism during this period.

The call for separatism within the territorial territories that are recognized as the unified
dictionary of a country in the international arena is due to the shortcomings that are evident in
the field of country management. The idea of separatism has been formed since the time when
states were created. It is still a hot topic in the international system today, as emerging
democracies in Eastern and Central Europe strive to form new and sustainable political and
economic units.

Conclusions

Throughout history, the territory of countries has been either increased or decreased in size and
scope. Various factors have contributed to territorial fragmentation and separatism. For
example, distance and proximity to the political-economic center (Capital) affect the level of
development and progress of all regions within countries. Looking at Chart 1, out of a total of
337 cases of internal disputes, conflicts, and conflicts in 2013, 191 cases were primarily related
to tensions and problems between the ruling majority group in power and other minority groups.
Also, some of the 148 cases of disagreements, conflicts, and conflicts resulting from gaining
power or ideological differences have their roots in hostile relations between the majority and
minority groups. 48 cases of the conflicts were for separatist purposes and 90 cases of the
violence were related to disputes over resources and inequality. It is worth noting that these
disputes can be explained in the framework of the Haggett model. In the European continent,
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as stated in the research findings, it is observed that 19 regions and sections within the countries
of this continent seek to separate from the mainland and emerge as independent countries in the
international system.
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