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One of the foundations of a country is the nation, and nations are the outcome of nation-
building. Nation-building is an evolutionary stage for the identity of a political unit. In the
process of nation-building, ethnic groups, while maintaining parts of their spiritual and
ritual identities, participate in the emergence of a comprehensive concept in a wider space
and create a national territory. The performance of the government as the main organizer
and manager of the land is decisive in the consistency of the nation-building process.
Positive performance drives convergence and ethnic groups are on the path of
centralization, and otherwise they will move on the path of decentralization. Iran is one of
the countries whose constituent ethnic groups are enormous. The participation of Iranian
ethnic groups in the stability of the country has been a positive feature for them, but due
to the lack of comprehensive development and justice, we are now witnessing divergence
among some ethnic groups in some cases. The problem of divergence among Iranian
ethnic groups is a challenge that threatens the consistency of nation-building and is the
subject of this research. The findings of the present research, which was as an analytical-
causal research conducted in a library manner and utilized the SWOT model, emphasize
that divergence among Iranian ethnic groups is a direct result of government performance.
The failure to implement development programs, expand welfare, and reproduce justice

has been among the most important causes of divergence among Iranian ethnic groups.
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Introduction

The ethnic groups that make up a nation in a country are not equal in number. An ethnic group
may have a large population, in which case it is considered a majority. When the population of
the ethnic group is smaller compared to the main ethnic group, then that ethnic group or groups
are placed in the minority group and categorized according to race, religion, language, culture,
and sect. Iran has one of the most diverse populations in the world in terms of ethnicity. In
addition to Persian, Azeri, Kurdish, Luri, Balochi, Turkmen, Arabic, and other languages are
spoken in Iran and are considered as living languages. Countless linguistic groups also live in
Iran. The ethnic groups that make up the Iranian nation have maintained their identity over the
years and have even come to power at times. Maintaining the tribal, ethnic, and tribal structure
has been a political, social, and geographical reality in Iran over the past years.

The lack of inclusive development programs, the unequal redistribution of justice across the
country's geographical area, and the focus on certain regions or population centers have caused
a rift in the relationships between ethnic groups, the government, and other ethnic groups. The
behavioral patterns of Iranian ethnic groups in recent centuries indicate a trend called
centripetalism. The presence of various ethnic groups, alongside the failure to achieve
implemented programs that are seen as indicators of the government's performance, provide the
basis for tension in the national unity of ethnic groups. Today, the centripetalism of ethnic
groups poses a challenge for the political organization of space.

Method

The current research is governed by an inductive approach and has been conducted following
the methodology of political geography studies. It consists of two parts: qualitative and
quantitative. The qualitative section is analytical and descriptive in nature, conducted through
a thorough review of articles, books, reports, and various sources to extract relevant
information. The quantitative aspect of the research utilized the SWOT model. Questionnaires
were developed to assess internal and external factors, including strengths, weaknesses,
opportunities, and threats. The results were analyzed and the model stages were carried out
accordingly.

Results and Discussion

As a historical-geographical fact, most of the people in Iran are of Persian descent. The
foundation of the comprehensive government was established during the Median period.
Although there were many other ethnic groups in the Median territory with their own local
languages, Persians are the second largest ethnic group in Iran. The speakers of the Turkic
language are scattered throughout Iran due to historical events and economic activities, but they
primarily reside in the provinces of East Azerbaijan, West Azerbaijan, Ardabil, and Zanjan.
Their geographical territory extends beyond these provinces, with some Turkic speakers also
living in Hamedan, Markazi, Tehran, Qazvin, Alborz, and Qom. Additionally, Turkish-
speaking compatriots can be found in the Khorasan, Isfahan, Chaharmahal Bakhtiari, Fars, and
Kurdistan regions.

Azeris: The Azeri-speaking people of Iran have always strived to preserve the territorial
integrity and unity of the country. Behaviors that go against national interests are typically
isolated incidents resulting from the government's failure to promote development and justice.
Factors such as cultural, economic, and political deprivation as well as media insults have
influenced attitudes towards national identity, leading to a tendency towards ethnic identity.
Kurds: The Kurds of Iran have a geographical presence that extends beyond the country's
borders, with Iranian Kurdistan having an ethno-linguistic connection to Turkey and Iraq. The
Kurdish region includes southern Turkey, northern Iraq, and northeastern Syria, with nearly 75
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percent of Kurds following the Shafi'i religion. Around eleven percent of Kurds are Shia and
predominantly reside in Iran.

Balochs: The Baloch people of Iran primarily live in the provinces of Sistan and Baluchestan,
Kerman, and Hormozgan. The Baloch language is a Western Iranian language with two main
dialects, Makrani and Sarhdi. Baloch culture is deeply rooted in tribal traditions.

Sistan and Baluchistan Province has gained considerable importance due to its geographical
location in the southeast of the country, with proximity to Afghanistan and Pakistan on one side
and the northern shores of the Sea of Oman on the other side. In addition to the Baluchis, the
Sistanis also reside in this province.

Turkmen: Turkmen compatriots, live in the northeastern geographical area of Iran,
encompassing the provinces of Golestan and North Khorasan. Their geographical distribution
extends beyond this region, crossing international borders to the north. The Turkmens prioritize
intra-ethnic relations over extra-ethnic ones, making them an introverted group. They view
inter-ethnic marriages as appropriate due to their adherence to ethnic and racial norms.

Arabs: Iranian Arabs are scattered across the provinces of Khuzestan, Bushehr, and
Hormozgan, with linguistic minorities also present in Kerman, Fars, Khorasan, and Ilam. The
majority of Iranian Arabs are Shiites and have their own traditions and customs, reflected in
their clothing similar to other Arab ethnic groups.

Lors: Lors are an original Iranian ethnic group with a wide geographical distribution, primarily
in the Zagros regions but also in cities and metropolises across Iran. While exact population
statistics for the Lors is unavailable, their geographical area includes a significant portion of
southwest and south Iran, ranging from Bandar Bushehr and Kohmareh Sorkh in southwest
Shiraz to the border areas of Iran and Iraq.

The lack of inclusive development and justice poses a significant challenge in the political
management of space, especially in countries like Iran where ethnic groups hold importance.
The unequal development and distribution of justice within the country and its provinces is a
pressing issue that needs to be addressed. One of the features of these centrifugal regions in the
country is their underdevelopment. These regions are synonymous with underdeveloped areas,
with the main cause being the intensification of injustice. Studies have indicated a significant
disparity in relative development among the country's provinces, with incomplete and non-
comprehensive development leaving marginalized areas, particularly those aligned with ethnic
regions, behind.

Conclusions

The emergence of decentralization is influenced by government performance and governance
style. Good governance can essentially prevent decentralization from occurring. Without
decentralization, centralization becomes the norm. In this scenario, attempts by enemies of a
nation to exploit ethnic groups will be futile. However, if decentralization arises due to
government performance, resources will need to be allocated towards strengthening national
unity and eliminating the need for decentralization. It is clear that decentralization is a
hindrance, and to ensure the stability and survival of a country, the root causes of
decentralization must be addressed.

This study highlights that the lack of inclusive development and fairness in the country,
particularly in ethnic regions, has created opportunities for foreign intervention and
decentralization. Disparities in budget allocation and land use planning also contribute to this
issue. If these problems persist, decentralization will only worsen. Therefore, it is recommended
to make efforts to reduce decentralization and promote centralization. Fairness should be
promoted and expanded, and the focus should be put on developing ethnic regions.
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