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Place, as the focus of the science of geography, is a reflection of culture in the
environment. The presence of the individuals in the place results in the sense of belonging
and their affiliations to different places. Political elections, as a political phenomenon,
play a fundamental role in reflecting voters' spatial identities. Iran, influenced by its
geographical location and history, has always had a wide variety of spatial identities. In
the meantime, the electoral districs of Shahriar, Mallard, and Shahr-e-Quds, as places
which mostly include immigrants, have been influential as arenas for revealing this
diversity and, as a result, creating diverse spatial patterns in voting behavior in the Islamic
Consultative Assembly elections. This articlr has utilized a descriptive-analytical design
and has collected the data required for the research through two methods: library research
method (studying books and articles) and field study (using questionnaires). Based on the
result of the t-test and ANOVA, there is a significant difference between Shahriyar,
Malard, and Shahr Quds with regard to the voting pattern. The results of the study showed
that spatial belonging in the form of spatial competition, especially in areas with high
cultural and social diversity, can create new challenges in political planning and election
management. Also, paying attention to spatial and identity characteristics in electoral
planning is of particular importance. The results of this study refer to spatial identities in
the form of spatial conflicts affected by social and economic relations leading to vote

heterogeneity.
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Introduction

Individuals' environmental perception of their interests guides their actions in various fields.
Voting, as one of the important pillars of elections and as a political action, is strongly
influenced by individuals' environmental perception. This perception can offer a spatial pattern
to the distribution of votes in the electoral districs and give a specific meaning and direction to
voters' behavior. Tehran, as an immigrant-receiving province, enjoys a high cultural and
identity diversity due to the widespread attraction of immigrants from all over the country.
Immigrants who enter the cities of this province with diverse cultures usually create a new
spatial identity in interaction with the new environment. This new identity, in addition to
influencing social and economic structures, plays an effective role in shaping the spatial patterns
of votes. The counties of Tehran province, especially the electoral districs of Shahriar, Mallard,
and Shahr-e-Quds, have become prominent examples of spatial competition over the past few
decades due to their significant population growth (Fearon & Laitin, 2003). The districts of
Shahriar, Mallard, and Shahr-e-Quds, centered in Shahriar, are examples of an area that has
experienced major changes in its demographic and identity context due to widespread
immigration. This area, which previously had a more homogeneous population, is now
witnessing the new spatial competition with the arrival of various immigrant groups and the
resulting cultural diversity. Immigrants, while maintaining part of their cultural identities,
create a new spatial identity in their interaction with the new environment, which has a direct
impact on voting patterns in the Islamic Consultative Assembly elections (Smith & King, 1989).

This study, focusing on the electoral districts of Shahriar, Mallard, and Shahr-e-Quds,
examines the impact of spatial competition and diverse spatial identities on the spatial
distribution of votes. The aim of this study is to analyze how conflicts of interest, identity
boundaries, and migration affect voting patterns and to gain a deeper understanding of the role
of spatial competition in shaping voters’ political behavior (Kawakami, 2012). On the other
hand, examining spatial patterns of votes can lead to a better understanding of how social and
cultural interactions affect voting behavior. In the electoral districts of Shahriar, Mallard, and
Shahr-e-Quds, these effects are reflected not only in the final election results but also in the way
local coalitions are formed. Spatial competition creates new opportunities and challenges in
electoral processes, the careful analysis of which can contribute to more effective strategies in
election management (Johnston & Pattie, 2001). In addition, rapid population growth in the
electoral districs requires a review of regional policies that affect the distribution of resources,
public services, and political participation. These demographic and identity changes can play a
key role in shaping the future of electoral competitions, and understanding these dynamics is
essential for political and social decision-making.

Method

This study comprehensively examines the factors that influence voting behavior in the Iranian
parliamentary elections, especially in the three cities of Shahriar, Qods, and Mallard. The main
objective of this research is to identify, analyze, and model the factors that either directly or
indirectly influence voters’ choices in these areas. The research process consists of various
stages, including identifying influential factors, designing and distributing questionnaires,
analyzing data, and modeling possible scenarios for future elections

Results and Discussion

After identifying the key variables, a matrix was constructed to analyze the relationships
between these variables. This matrix showed that some variables were directly related to each
other, while others had a lesser impact or acted in isolation. The analyses showed that some
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factors, such as voter turnout and the impact of economic programs, had a very high impact on
election results, while other factors, such as ethnic identity, had a lower impact. Based on the
results of the analyses, different scenarios for future elections in these three cities were
designed. These scenarios were prepared based on two main variables: first, voter turnout, and
second, changes in the influence patterns of candidates and their programs. The results of the
simulations showed that voter turnout and the impact of candidates’ economic programs were
among the most important predictors of election results. One of the highlights of this research
was the significant impact of ethnic identity and the need for a local representative on voters’
choices. In many cases, voters prefer their representative to be from the same region and to
better understand the specific issues of that region. This factor is especially important in regions
where ethnic and regional identity plays a prominent role in social decisions. The analysis of
different scenarios showed that the interaction of different factors can lead to different results
in future elections. In particular, changes in voter participation rates and the role of political
parties in these scenarios can have a large impact on the final outcome of the election. Also,
local and social issues that are directly related to the needs of voters play an important role in
predicting election results. In general, the average of all items except item number 22 (Do the
opinions of parties in your electoral distric have an impact on your elections?) is higher than
the expected average (3). Therefore, place attachment and the mentality related to the desire to
develop the county and attract capital have a significant impact on the direction of votes. All
items except item number 22 reached a significance level of less than 0.05, indicating that the
first hypothesis (the effect of place attachment and mentality related to the desire to develop the
city and attract capital on vote orientation) is accepted.

Conclusions

The present study analyzed the effect of spatial competition on the spatial distribution of votes
in the electoral districs of Shahriar, Mallard, and Shahr-e-Quds. The main objective of this study
was to examine the role of environmental and spatial variables or the variable related to identity
in shaping voting patterns in these regions. The findings of the study indicated the significant
impact of social and geographical factors on electoral decision-making. The results showed that
variables such as trust in candidates, economic programs, and ethnic-regional issues have a
significant impact on voter behavior. Especially in regions such as Shahriar and Mallard, which
have high demographic and identity diversity, spatial competition has acted as a key factor in
shaping the spatial patterns of votes. Also, voters' environmental perception, as a combined
variable of social and cultural factors, plays a prominent role in their political decision-making.
Statistical tests used in this study, including t-test and ANOVA, significantly confirmed the
difference between the electoral districts of Shahriar, Malard, and the city of Quds with regard
to the voting patterns. These differences are not only due to the geographical characteristics and
population diversity of these regions, but are also influenced by social interactions and identity
boundaries. For example, high immigration in Shahriar and asymmetric distribution of
resources in Malard and the city of Quds have led to different patterns of voting behavior. This
study showed that spatial and identity competitions, especially in areas with high cultural and
social diversity, can create new challenges in political planning and election management. For
example, the interaction between new immigrants and the native population in Shahriar has led
to changes in voters' priorities and political orientations. These changes have affected not only
the spatial distribution of votes, but also the social and economic relations of the region. Based
on the findings of the study, it can be concluded that paying attention to spatial and identity
characteristics in electoral planning is of particular importance. The results of this study are
consistent with the findings of the studies by Kaviani-Rad and Goharzadegan-Manesh,
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indicating that spatial identities in the form of spatial conflicts affected by social and economic
relations lead to vote heterogeneity. Policymakers and electoral managers can provide better
strategies for interacting with voters and managing political tensions by analyzing these factors
more accurately. Finally, this study, by providing models for analyzing the spatial distribution
of votes and identifying key variables, can be used as a model for similar studies in other
electoral districs with different geographical and demographic conditions. These findings
indicate the need for reviewing electoral policies and developing strategies based on the
indigenous characteristics of each region.
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