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The family, as the fundamental nucleus of society, plays a vital role in shaping individual
personality, transmitting cultural values, and nurturing future generations. Current social
transformations, accompanied by the influence of virtual space and rapid lifestyle
changes, emphasize the need for informed family-related policies to preserve social
cohesion. In this context, place identity functions as a key mechanism in fostering a sense
of belonging and social solidarity, directly strengthening both the family institution and
national identity. Drawing on the theoretical framework of political geography and
territoriality, this article seeks to explain the mediating role of place identity in reinforcing
the functions of the family and transferring this cohesion to the national level. The central
question was formulated as follows: How can place identity enable the family to
effectively fulfill its role as a carrier and transmitter of national identity? Using a
descriptive-analytical method and documentary resources, the study argues that the
family, as the individual’s primary socio-identity “territory,” provides the necessary
foundation for internalizing attachment to the broader macro-territory of the nation-state
by cultivating a sense of spatial belonging on a micro scale (home and neighborhood).
Key findings show that the process of*‘territorialization” within the family—through
creating mental territorialization by accumulating spatial experiences, internalizing
territorial norms, and reproducing identity-spatial boundaries—enhances family cohesion
and turns it into an active agent for transmitting territorial loyalty. Consequently, it is
recommended that cultural and spatial policymaking focuses on maintaining and

strengthening this triadic bond among place, family, and nation.
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Introduction

Since the late twentieth century, concurrent with the collapse of the Soviet Union, the concept
of national identity has become one of the central themes in social science studies (Karimipour,
2015). In contemporary Iranian intellectual discourse, the interpretation of Iranian identity in
the face of modernity, postmodernism, globalization, and the virtual sphere has undergone
profound transformations and ambiguities. This situation has led to increasing tension between
ethnic and local identities and the national identity. Although numerous studies have drawn
upon thinkers such as Durkheim, Weber, and Anderson, many of these works have fallen into
the trap of imported theorization that does not align with Iran’s civilizational and historical
foundations. Yet, national identity as a cultural-social structure requires indigenous contexts for
its continuity. Within this framework, the family, as the first social institution, plays an
irreplaceable role in shaping national identity through the transmission of values and cultural
symbols. This article seeks to move beyond purely descriptive approaches and, by applying the
theory of territoriality in political geography, to offer a deeper theoretical analysis of the triadic
relationship between place identity, family functions, and national identity. The theory of
territoriality, by focusing on the dialectical relationship between identity and territory, provides
a powerful tool for explaining how the sense of belonging is transferred from the micro to the
macro scale. The main question of this article is how, from the perspective of territoriality
theory, place identity can strengthen family functions and transform the family into an effective
agent for consolidating national identity. Place identity is a dynamic factor that reinforces social
and cultural functions both at the family and national levels. On the one hand, domestic and
neighborhood spaces help families solidify relationships and transmit values to future
generations. National symbolic spaces, on the other hand, enhance citizens’ sense of belonging
to the homeland and promote social cohesion.

Method

The present study aims to theoretically explain the relationship between place identity, family
functions, and national identity from the perspective of political geography, based on the
framework of territoriality theory. The conceptual and theoretical nature of the main research
question—which emphasizes discovering the “how” and presenting an analytical model—
necessitates a qualitative approach and a descriptive-analytical method as the most appropriate
strategy. This method enables an in-depth examination of concepts, clarification of
interconnections among them, and the development of coherent theoretical arguments.

Result and discussion

This research argues that spatial identity, through the active process of “territorialization,” acts
as a key mechanism that strengthens the function of the family and transforms it into an
effective arm for solidifying national identity. First, the family, as the primary micro socio-
identity territory, serves as the ground for internalizing the sense of belonging. From the
perspective of territoriality theory, the family strengthens its internal cohesion by creating
subjective and emotional meanings toward space (home and neighborhood) through the
production of collective memory and the institutionalization of values. This affective
territorialization paves the way for the acceptance of the broader concept of the “nation-
territory.” Second, the family plays the role of an active intermediary in the transmission of this
sense of belonging. This institution internalizes spatial identity by sharing spatial experiences
and conveying geographical narratives, preparing individuals to understand the motherland as
an identity-conferring territory. Therefore, the family does not directly create national identity
but rather provides the necessary emotional foundation for stabilizing a unified national
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identity. Finally, the strengthening of spatial identity at the family level, as social and cultural
capital, not only contributes to the stability of the family institution and increases its resistance
to cultural fragmentation but also establishes a robust foundation for the cohesion and
sustainability of national identity against contemporary challenges (such as rapid urbanization).
Therefore, cultural policies should focus on preserving and strengthening this tripartite
relationship (Place, Family, and Nation).

Conclusion

The research findings indicate that spatial identity acts as a connective bridge between the
individual and the collective. The family, positioned at the core of this relationship, nurtures
the elements of spatial identity through its role in cultural transmission and cohesion, thereby
linking it to the realm of national identity. Specifically, the strengthening of spatial identity
within the family occurs through enhancing internal cohesion, transmitting collective
memories, and teaching responsibility toward place. This process reinforces the function of the
family as the primary socialization institution and prepares its members to accept the larger
concept of the “motherland” as an identity-conferring territory. Therefore, the family’s role in
strengthening national identity is realized not merely through the teaching of slogans, but via
the deeper path of “spatial experience-making” and “affective territorialization.” In conclusion,
for society to resist identity challenges arising from urbanization, mass migration, and non-
identity-focused architecture, cultural policies must focus on preserving the tripartite
relationship (Place, Family, and Nation).
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