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China has important strategic interests in the South China Sea. This has led Beijing not
only to build naval bases and modernize its military forces, but also to expand its sphere
of influence in the South China Sea and surrounding waters. China’s assertive behavior
and militarization of the South China Sea waters pose a strategic threat to coastal states
and the United States, which has prompted these states and the United States to respond
by reducing Beijing’s power in East Asia. The main question of the present research is
presented as follows: What strategy are coastal states pursuing to deter China’s increasing
power in the South China Sea? The hypothesis of the article is that since China has claims
of ownership and exclusive sovereignty over resources in the South China Sea, the country
has, with the aim of protecting its national interests, undertaken the construction of
artificial islands and sought to equip these islands with missile depots and silos, which, in
addition to increasing Beijing's regional power and its control and sovereignty over more
waters, is considered a strategic threat to coastal countries and the United States.
Meanwhile, China's neighboring countries, in their opposition and strong reaction to the
militarization of the South China Sea waters, have called for a broader presence of
Washington in the region to prevent Beijing's increase in power and rebalance its power
in East Asia. The results of this research show that, given that China has important and
strategic interests in the South China Sea, this country has resorted to creating artificial
islands and military bases in this region in order to protect its interests. These actions of
China are considered a strategic threat to coastal countries and the United States.
Therefore, by expanding its presence in the region and establishing relations with its allies,
the United States has sought to prevent the power equations from changing in favor of
China in East Asia, which could lead to a decrease in Beijing's power and isolation in the
region. The descriptive-analytical method was used to analyze the research data. The data

and information were collected through library sources and internet.
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Introduction

The country's economic, political, and military growth and development have been expanded
with the adoption of the Open Door Policy in the 1970s; in such a way that the country has
become one of the leading players in the international system today. In addition, China's
economic power has greatly accelerated the process of military construction and modernization,
which has greatly strengthened the military capabilities of the People's Liberation Army to face
any potential threat to its core interests. The development of China's economic and military
power is changing the structure of regional security, which could lead to increased threats to
the coastal countries of the South China Sea. Also, the increase in China's naval power in this
water area challenges the dominant power of the United States in the region, which is also a
security threat for Washington, which considers itself the sole hegemon of the international
system and has many security interests in this region. Therefore, this issue has prompted the
United States to seek to respond and create a balance against China's rise in the region by being
present in the Asia-Pacific and developing relations with coastal countries.

Method

This research describes, studies, and analyzes what a phenomenon, considered as the topic of
inquiry, is. Therefore, this research is a "descriptive-analytical" research in terms of its method.
Given the nature of the research topic, the data and research information are also collected
through library sources and internet.

Results

The South China Sea is of great importance to the countries of the world not only because of
its geographical and geopolitical location, but also because of its trade routes, as it acts as a
chokepoint between the Indian Ocean and the Western Pacific Ocean. The multiple importance
of this maritime region has played an important role for China, and this role is expected to
increase in strengthening China’s trade and commerce and meeting its energy and livelihood
needs. The Chinese government claims sovereignty over the islands in the South China Sea and
the waters surrounding them, and the basis for its claims is that it was the first country to
discover and use its resources. Moreover, China is the first country to exercise its sovereignty
in a continuous and continuous manner in the region. Land reclamation, or the construction of
artificial islands in the Paracel and Spratly Islands in the South China Sea, raises China’s
territorial claims as a legal matter and improves China’s ability to control the region.

China is steadily increasing its capabilities to compete with the United States’ presence in
the region in the future. However, China’s white papers on national defense and military
strategy have long been criticized for their lack of transparency and support when addressing
the country’s defense policy or military modernization. Therefore, observers are forced to rely
on other sources to gauge China’s true strategic intentions, whether as a revisionist state or a
security-oriented state, as neither of these intentions has been met since 2015. An assessment
of the available white papers on this subject reveals that the Chinese government continues to
emphasize building a military capable of winning, defending sovereignty and territorial
interests, and making use of the advanced information and communications technology. These
recurring themes are linked to the prevailing insecurity in the security dilemma and the
continued presence and influence of the United States in the region. The maritime nature of the
dispute depends on the ability to project power. Therefore, China’s potential for greater power
and, consequently, increased security, depends on its current military capabilities in the South
China Sea. As briefly discussed, any effort to increase its own security increases the insecurity
of others. This has led to similar actions by other claimants to maintain regional stability.
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China’s aggressive behavior has forced littoral states to increase their defense budgets and
enhance their naval capabilities as a way to maintain their presence in the region.

Conclusions

China’s growing economic and military power and political influence in East Asia have raised
concerns and suspicions among some of its neighbors as well as Washington. The dispute and
tension over sovereignty claims in the South China Sea have increased significantly in the past
few years. China has taken a more assertive stance on its claims by elevating it to a core interest,
strengthening fisheries law enforcement, and establishing civilian and military facilities on
disputed islands and waters. Its growing assertiveness over its sovereignty and maritime rights
in the South China Sea is a major challenge to the status quo in the region. Meanwhile, Pentagon
policymakers have adopted a policy that is geared toward advancing U.S. interests in the South
China Sea, and in particular, aims to contain China’s rising power, which threatens the United
States’ position and standing in global affairs. Therefore, in order to weaken China's growing
influence and power in the Asia-Pacific region, Washington is seeking to form a regional pact
and alliance with the coastal countries of the South China Sea against China, and in this regard,
it is taking steps to isolate Beijing in the region.
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