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The articulation of the reciprocal relationship between security and development is
accompanied by numerous challenges and contradictions. Although these two concepts
may appear independent at first glance, they are inextricably linked in practice.
Understanding this reciprocal relationship is essential for establishing a sustainable
system. This study critically examines the complex interplay between security and
development and aims to explore this relationship by systematically analyzing three main
approaches: the security-oriented approach (prioritizing political stability over
development), the development-oriented approach (prioritizing socio-economic
improvement as a pathway to security), and the interactive approach (a mutually
reinforcing and bidirectional relationship). The primary objective is to evaluate the
strengths and weaknesses of each approach and propose a comprehensive framework for
understanding this interconnection. Carrying out a review study, the researchers analyzed
56 credible sources (selected from an initial pool of 210 studies) published between 2000
and 2023. The findings indicate that the security-oriented approach is effective in
achieving short-term stability but often overlooks the human dimensions of security. In
contrast, the development-oriented approach focuses on poverty reduction but tends to
neglect immediate security threats. The interactive approach, by integrating both
perspectives, offers the most comprehensive framework; however, its implementation
requires complex coordination among institutions and financial resources. The study
reveals that security and development exist in a cyclical relationship: insecurity hampers
development, while underdevelopment creates conditions conducive to insecurity.
Successful examples of this approach are programs characterized by integration and
simultaneous attention to both dimensions. Additionally, local factors (such as culture and
institutions) and international interventions play a key role in shaping this relationship.
This research recommends that policymakers design context-sensitive and flexible
strategies that address both security and development concurrently. Future research can
focus on the impact of climate change, emerging technologies, the role of local and
cultural factors, international interventions, and regional disparities on this relationship,

thereby contributing to more effective policymaking in developing countries.
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Introduction

Security and development, as two fundamental components, share a complex and
multidimensional relationship that must be understood to achieve stability and sustainable
progress. Over recent decades, a central and contentious question has emerged among scholars
and policymakers alike: Is security a prerequisite for development, or does development
provide the foundation for sustainable security? Some argue that without the establishment of
order and political stability, the implementation of development programs is unfeasible. Others
maintain that it is economic and social development that ultimately reduces tensions and fosters
security. A third perspective emphasizes the simultaneity and reciprocal relationship between
development and security. This study, taking these complexities into account, aims to conduct
a deeper analysis of this relationship and offer a comprehensive examination of the influencing
factors. Exploring this issue is not only theoretically significant but also has important practical
implications for the formulation of macro-level policies. The existing contradictions suggest
that the intricate and multifaceted relationship between security and development necessitates
a rethinking of various theoretical frameworks. The objective of this paper is to review theories,
perspectives, and critiques regarding the bidirectional linkage between security and
development. By adopting a critical lens, the study endeavors to take a step toward proposing
a novel framework for understanding the interrelation between these two key concepts.

Method

This review study aims to examine the reciprocal relationship between security and
development systematically. To gather primary data, reputable academic sources and
specialized databases in the fields of political and social sciences—such as Scopus, Web of
Science, SID, and Google Scholar—were utilized. To ensure precision and avoid wasting
research time, keywords and relevant phrases closely aligned with the research topic were
employed. During the data collection phase, efforts were made to draw upon recent sources and
theories, particularly those published after the year 2000, to incorporate the latest perspectives
on the interplay between security and development. Approximately 210 articles in both English
and Persian were reviewed throughout the data-gathering process. After a thorough screening
of these internationally recognized academic sources, 49 articles were deemed eligible for final
analysis. The findings resulted in the extraction of the three principal perspectives: (1) the
security-centered approach, (2) the development-oriented perspective, and (3) the interactive
paradigm that emphasizes the mutually reinforcing relationship between security and
development. Each of these approaches was examined by analyzing their strengths and
weaknesses, ultimately leading to the study’s conclusions and policy implications.

Results

The systematic investigation into the relationship between security and development reveals
that the two concepts operate within a dynamic and reciprocal cycle. An in-depth content
analysis of the academic literature uncovered three distinct models. The first model underscores
the necessity of establishing political and security stability as a prerequisite for developmental
progress. The second model prioritizes improvements in socio-economic conditions, viewing
them as fundamental to achieving sustainable security. The third model proposes an integrated
perspective, highlighting the mutual impact and interdependence of the two domains.
Comparative studies indicate that one-dimensional approaches often face significant limitations
in practice. While a sole emphasis on security may lead to short-term stability, it fails to ensure
sustainability without addressing developmental needs. Conversely, development initiatives
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that overlook security considerations frequently falter in insecure environments. The study’s
findings suggest that the most successful cases are those that have fostered an organic link
between security and development. Such an approach requires the design of flexible
institutional mechanisms, attention to local and contextual characteristics, and coordination
among various stakeholders. This integrated framework offers a sound basis for policymaking,
especially in developing countries. Deep content analysis also revealed that each approach has
its own specific advantages and limitations. The security-focused model, while effective in
establishing short-term stability, often neglects the human dimensions of security. On the other
hand, the development-centric approach, despite its emphasis on reducing inequalities, may
underestimate immediate security threats. The interactive paradigm, with its dynamic
framework, provides a more comprehensive explanation of the complex relationship, though
its implementation demands institutional coordination and considerable financial resources.
The comparative analysis of country-specific experiences confirms that the most effective
models are those that successfully integrate security considerations into developmental
planning. This research study underscores the importance of designing flexible, context-
sensitive policies that address both dimensions simultaneously. The outcomes of this review
study can serve as a robust foundation for future research and policy formulation.

Conclusions

This article, through a review of theories, perspectives, and critical reassessments of various
frameworks, demonstrates that security and development are not only interdependent but also
mutually reinforcing. However, the relationship between these two concepts is inherently
complex and necessitates a comprehensive and integrated approach that simultaneously
addresses the various facets of both development and security. The findings indicate that
security and development operate in a mutually reinforcing cycle, that is, insecurity can hinder
development, and the absence of development can fuel insecurity. Therefore, both security and
development strategies should be designed in a way that they support and enhance one another.
This requires consideration of local factors, active involvement of civil society, and
coordination among diverse institutions. While the present research affirms the intricate nature
of the security-development nexus, it also illustrates the inadequacy of single-dimensional
approaches in fully explaining this relationship. Comparing the results of the current study with
the findings of the previous studies reveals that although each of the three main paradigms
reflects a portion of reality, none is sufficient on its own. The current study suggests that future
research should explore the roles of local and cultural factors, assess the impact of international
interventions, develop new theoretical frameworks, investigate the influence of climate change,
analyze the role of technology and digitalization, and consider regional differences in shaping
this relationship. From a policymaking perspective, the findings highlight the necessity of
designing development programs that are sensitive to security issues—and vice versa. This
integrated framework can provide a viable foundation for policy formulation in developing
countries.
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