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The geopolitical crises in Palestine and Myanmar are driven by the simultaneous interplay
of three key dimensions: natural resources, ethno-religious configurations, and
humanitarian consequences. Nevertheless, a significant body of existing literature has
examined these dimensions separately, failing to adequately explain the causal relationship
between territorial control, demographic exclusion, and the reproduction of political
violence. This study aims to provide a comparative explanation of the mechanisms
underlying conflict escalation in Palestine and Myanmar by demonstrating how vital and
strategic resources, when intertwined with identity-based divisions and security-oriented
policies, become factors sustaining crises and obstructing the establishment of durable
peace. Employing a comparative-analytical approach, the research is based on a qualitative
examination of data concerning resource control, ethnic and religious compositions,
patterns of repression, and humanitarian consequences. The validity of the analysis is
strengthened through a comparison of two distinct cases that nonetheless share a common
logic of geographically and identity-driven conflict formation. The findings indicate that in
Palestine, the control over water resources and agricultural lands, alongside settlement
expansion and restrictions on Palestinians’ access to essential livelihood resources, has
intensified poverty, public grievances, and the continuation of conflict. Conversely, in
Myanmar, the concentration of resources such as oil, natural gas, and precious stones in
ethnically diverse regions, combined with repressive policies against minorities such as the
Rohingya, has intensified organized violence and widespread displacement. A comparative
analysis of these two crises reveals that mass displacement, the killing of civilians, and the
collapse of vital infrastructure constitute integral components of a cycle of crisis
reproduction that constrains political reconciliation and territorial stability. The
contribution of this study lies in presenting a comparative framework for understanding the
interconnectedness of natural resources, identity-based divisions, and humanitarian
consequences in geopolitical conflicts. This framework enables a simultaneous analysis of
the territorial and human dimensions of crises and contributes to the broader theoretical

understanding of the mechanisms sustaining violence in conflict-prone regions.
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Introduction

Despite their distinct historical trajectories and regional contexts, the crises in Palestine and
Myanmar represent two compelling examples of protracted geopolitical conflicts in which
natural resources, ethno-religious divisions, and humanitarian consequences operate as
interconnected rather than independent drivers of instability. In Palestine, disputes over access
to water resources, agricultural land, border crossings, and the expansion of Israeli settlements
across the West Bank and the Gaza Strip have transformed the conflict from a predominantly
political dispute into a struggle over territorial control and human survival. Since the 1967
occupation, water governance has remained one of the most enduring dimensions of the
Israeli—Palestinian conflict, while more recent studies demonstrate that water scarcity in Gaza
has become inseparable from food security, local economic resilience, public health, and
fundamental human rights.

A comparable pattern can be observed in Myanmar, where the persecution of ethnic and
religious minorities particularly the Rohingya Muslim population has evolved alongside
competition over the strategic location and abundant natural resources of Rakhine State.
Existing scholarship increasingly argues that the Rohingya crisis cannot be adequately
explained solely through ethnic or religious antagonism. Instead, the political economy of
natural resources, the geostrategic significance of Rakhine, the institutional role of the
Myanmar military, and the strategic interests of regional powers, particularly China and India,
have collectively shaped both the persistence and selective management of the conflict. In this
context, Myanmar illustrates how identity-based exclusion and competition over strategic
resources converge to produce statelessness, forced displacement, humanitarian insecurity,
and the erosion of opportunities for political reconciliation.

Although both crises have generated an extensive body of literature, previous studies have
largely examined resource competition, ethno-religious divisions, and humanitarian
consequences as separate analytical themes. Consequently, limited attention has been devoted
to understanding how these dimensions interact to sustain prolonged geopolitical violence. A
comparative examination of Palestine and Myanmar provides an opportunity to identify
common structural mechanisms that remain less visible when each conflict is analysed in
isolation.

Against this background, the present study addresses the following research question: How
do natural resources, ethno-religious composition, and humanitarian consequences interact to
intensify and sustain the geopolitical crises in Palestine and Myanmar, and what similarities
and differences characterize the underlying logic of conflict in these two cases? By addressing
this question, the study moves beyond descriptive accounts of conflict and develops an
integrated analytical framework that explains the dynamic relationships among resource
governance, identity politics, external geopolitical interests, and the production of human
insecurity. In doing so, the research contributes to a broader understanding of the structural
foundations of protracted geopolitical conflicts and provides a conceptual framework that may
also be applicable to comparable crises in other regions of the world.

Method

This study adopts a qualitative comparative case study design to examine the geopolitical
crises in Palestine and Myanmar. The two cases were purposively selected because, despite
their different historical, political, and geographical contexts, they exhibit comparable
structural relationships among natural resource governance, ethno-religious divisions, state
intervention, and humanitarian consequences. The comparative approach enables the
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identification of common mechanisms underlying conflict escalation and persistence across
distinct geopolitical settings.

Data were collected through documentary and library-based research using peer-reviewed
journal articles, scholarly books, reports from international organizations, human rights
documents, humanitarian agency publications, and other authoritative historical sources. The
unit of analysis comprises the geopolitical crises in Palestine and Myanmar, while the unit of
observation consists of documentary evidence relating to natural resources, ethnic and
religious structures, state policies, patterns of violence, forced displacement, deprivation of
essential resources, and humanitarian conditions.

The analysis was conducted in two stages. First, each case was examined independently to
identify the internal dynamics linking resource governance, identity politics, and humanitarian
insecurity. Second, a cross-case comparison was undertaken to reveal the principal similarities
and differences in the causal mechanisms through which natural resources, ethno-religious
identities, and humanitarian consequences contribute to the persistence of geopolitical
conflict.

Results

The comparative analysis demonstrates that both Palestine and Myanmar exhibit remarkably
similar structural dynamics despite their distinct geopolitical environments. In both cases,
strategic natural resources constitute central instruments of territorial power rather than
merely economic assets. Resource governance operates as a mechanism through which
political authorities reinforce territorial dominance, reshape demographic realities, and
institutionalize asymmetric power relations.

In Palestine, the findings indicate that the systematic appropriation of water resources,
agricultural land, and biologically productive territories through settlement expansion and
restrictions on Palestinian access has generated chronic socioeconomic deprivation and
intensified territorial fragmentation. The resulting deterioration of living conditions has
reinforced cycles of political instability, humanitarian dependency, and recurring violence,
thereby reducing opportunities for sustainable conflict resolution.

In Myanmar, the concentration of valuable extractive resources—including natural gas,
petroleum reserves, gemstones, and mineral wealth—within ethnically diverse peripheral
regions has significantly intensified state securitization policies toward minority populations,
particularly the Rohingya. Resource-rich borderlands have become arenas of military control
and ethnic exclusion, producing widespread human rights violations, forced migration, and
prolonged humanitarian emergencies.

Cross-case comparison further reveals that humanitarian crises are not simply by-products
of armed conflict but function as structural components of geopolitical competition. Large-
scale displacement, civilian casualties, destruction of essential infrastructure, food insecurity,
and institutionalized poverty collectively reinforce territorial instability and reproduce
conditions favorable to continued conflict. The analysis also demonstrates that identity
politics significantly amplifies resource competition by transforming ethnic and religious
differences into securitized geopolitical threats that legitimize coercive state practices and
territorial exclusion.

Conclusions

The findings suggest that prolonged geopolitical crises cannot be satisfactorily explained
through isolated analyses of natural resources, ethnic conflict, humanitarian conditions, or
security policies. Instead, these elements constitute an integrated geopolitical system in which
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strategic resource governance, identity-based exclusion, and humanitarian deterioration
mutually reinforce one another. This systemic interaction produces self-sustaining cycles of
territorial instability that significantly constrain conflict transformation and long-term
peacebuilding.

The principal theoretical contribution of this study lies in the development of a
comparative analytical framework that integrates resource geopolitics, geo-identity conflict,
and humanitarian security within a single explanatory model. By moving beyond
conventional single-variable interpretations, the research offers a more comprehensive
understanding of the territorial and human dimensions of protracted geopolitical violence.

From a policy perspective, the findings imply that durable conflict resolution requires
governance approaches that simultaneously address equitable resource distribution, protection
of minority rights, institutional accountability, and humanitarian security. Policies focusing
exclusively on ceasefires, military deterrence, or political negotiations are unlikely to achieve
sustainable peace unless the underlying structures of territorial inequality and resource
exclusion are fundamentally transformed. Future research may extend this comparative
framework to other regions experiencing protracted geo-identity conflicts in order to evaluate
its broader theoretical applicability and policy relevance.
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