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Given the historical, ethnic, religious, and linguistic ties between the Republic of
Azerbaijan and lIran, it is very crucial to accurately identify the geopolitical factors
affecting the formulation of Iran's cognitive strategies (geopolitical representations) in the
context of this country. The purpose of this research is to formulate and determine the
priority of cognitive strategies (geopolitical representations) facing Iran in the South
Caucasus region in comparison with other geopolitical strategies with an emphasis on the
Republic of Azerbaijan. The method of this research is based on the combined model of
SWOT strategic analysis and the QSPM strategic planning model. The present research
is considered to be applied-developmental in nature and descriptive-analytical in terms of
study method. The data collection method was two methods: library and field studies
(questionnaire and interview). The SWOT model analysis shows that although Iran has
the potential to become an important player in the South Caucasus, the presence of actors
at different levels with their own geopolitical thinking, including regional and trans-
regional actors with their own geopolitical representations, are major obstacles to
achieving this goal. At the same time, the QSPM selected strategies prioritization table
indicates that among the four selected strategies, Iran's cognitive strategies (geopolitical
representation) in the South Caucasus region with an emphasis on the Republic of
Azerbaijan with an attractiveness score of 12.45 is in fourth priority compared to other
Iranian geopolitical strategies.
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Introduction

The Caucasus has historically been a region of intense geopolitical competition, with several
regional and global powers competing for influence over a strategic area between the Caspian
and Black Seas. For centuries, the Caucasus Mountains and their surrounding areas have been
both a natural border and a major area of competition between the Russian, Iranian, and
Ottoman empires. With the collapse of these three empires, Russia, Turkey, and Iran, the three
successor states to the old empires, now continue their competition for regional influence in the
South Caucasus. The unique geopolitical and geoeconomic location of this region has made it
an important center of gravity in the heart of Eurasia, control over which can affect regional
and global equations. Given the importance of the Republic of Azerbaijan to Iran, examining
the geopolitical factors of this country can help to better understand its role and effects on Iran’s
foreign policy and cognitive strategies. Geopolitical factors such as geographical configuration,
economy, natural resources, border, population, history, geopolitical representation and
strategy of actors. By examining these factors, the scope of Iran's achievements and challenges
in the South Caucasus and especially in the Republic of Azerbaijan will be determined. It will
help decision makers and decision-makers to formulate and prioritize appropriate cognitive
strategies in relation to this region and the Republic of Azerbaijan.

Research Objectives

In this article, Iran's geopolitical strategies were formulated and prioritized based on Iran's
geopolitical objectives in the South Caucasus, including extensive integration in the energy
supply chain, economic complementarity, development of civilizational-cultural values,
capacity building from a transit position, and diversification of actors' access routes to natural
and economic resources.

Research Methodology

This research is considered to be applied in nature and descriptive-analytical in terms of study
method. The data collection method includes library and field studies (questionnaire and
interview). The tools used in this research include the internal and external factors matrix,
SWOT matrix and QSPM matrix. The statistical population of this research is 25 people from
among the professors and doctoral students of geopolitics, political geography and international
relations and defense management who have specialized in the field of geopolitics, political
geography and international relations. The sample size for distributing the questionnaire is 40
people. The validity of the questionnaire questions has been confirmed by the content method
and based on the opinions of experts, and the reliability of the questions has been calculated
using the Cronbach's alpha method, with an internal reliability of above 0.7.

Research Findings

In this study, the factors affecting the formulation of Iran's geopolitical strategies in the context
of the Republic of Azerbaijan were examined with the presence of 12 experts in this field, and
the role of environmental factors was determined from the overlap of research literature,
documents, and archival data as shown in Table (1). The matrix of internal and external factors
was prepared according to Tables 2 and 3. The final score of the internal factors matrix (2.48)
is lower than the theoretical average (2.5). This indicates that Iran's internal weaknesses
(especially economic and technological problems) have had a stronger impact than its inherent
strengths (such as geographical and cultural location) and have limited the ability to exploit
advantages to some extent. The internal strategy should focus on reducing these weaknesses.
The final score of the external factors matrix (1.98) is clearly lower than the theoretical average
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(2.5). This alarming result shows that Iran has performed poorly in identifying and exploiting
external opportunities and, at the same time, has been vulnerable to major and emerging threats
(especially the Baku-Ankara-Tel Aviv triangle and Israeli influence). The external environment
is assessed as extremely challenging and unfavorable. The scores of the internal factors matrix
(2.48) and the external factors matrix (1.98) are both below average, but the gap is larger in the
external factors matrix. This indicates a severe weakness in managing the external environment
compared to internal weaknesses. A total of 15 sectoral strategies were counted, and finally, 4
main strategies were selected based on the opinions of experts in the fields of geopolitics and
geostrategy, political geography, and international relations. The prioritization of these
geopolitical strategies shows that Iran's corridor strategy ranks first with a score of 19.37, Iran's
economic strategy ranks second with a score of 18.83, Iran's energy strategy ranks third with a
score of 17.84, and Iran's cognitive strategy ranks fourth with a score of 12.45.

Implications and Applications

e The findings of this research can have theoretical and practical implications
e Active pursuit of Iran's transit role for Azerbaijan's new fields
e Transforming border regions into energy cooperation hubs
e Practical advancement of the North-South corridor with precise prioritization
e Development of a border economy based on production and transit
e Transforming the border from a "line of distinction" to a "belt of interaction”
e Smart management of ethnic ties

Conclusion:

In this article, Iran's geopolitical strategies were formulated and prioritized based on lIran's
geopolitical goals in the South Caucasus, including extensive integration in the energy supply
chain, economic complementarity, development of civilizational-cultural values, capacity
building from a transit position, and diversification of actors' access routes to natural and
economic resources. A total of 15 sectoral strategies were identified, and finally, 4 main
strategies were selected based on the opinions of experts in the fields of geopolitics and
geostrategy, political geography, and international relations. The prioritization of these
geopolitical strategies shows that Iran's corridor strategy ranks first with a score of 19.37, Iran's
economic strategy ranks second with a score of 18.83, Iran's energy strategy ranks third with a
score of 17.84, and Iran's cognitive strategy ranks fourth with a score of 12.45.
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